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Next Meeting/ Christmas Party

December 7, 2019 - 4:00
*It’s a Saturday*
District Directors
Ted and Janice Zamorski
gwrra.ny.director@gmail.com
315-733-4202

BELLE-VIEW EAST
Restaurant

Upcoming Chapter Events
December 7, 2019

Christmas Party

4:00 pm at the Connellys
Bring a dish to pass

Save the Date
May 29-30, 2020

Ride-In 2020
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That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Sally & Gene Jaquith
chandle_64@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Nancy Schaal
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Coordinator - Roger Connelly 716-499-6765
Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Coordinator - Kathy Eidens
Dash-for-Cash Coordinator - Brenda Peterson
Chapter U Couple of the Year - Paul & Maleia Fetters
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com

National and District leadership can be contacted at the
following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
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The Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) is the world’s largest
single-marquee social organization for owners and riders of Honda Gold
Wing/Valkyrie motorcycles as well as any other motorcycles, and some
would say, the world’s largest family. Dedicated to our motto, Friends for
Fun, Safety and Knowledge, GWRRA members enjoy the freedom of
belonging to a not-for-profit, non-religious and non-political organization.
Founded in 1977, GWRRA has grown to more than 72,000 U.S., Canadian
and International Members in 53 foreign countries in just 35 years. Over 800
active Chapters are managed by 4,000 volunteer leaders working with
members to foster safe, enjoyable riding while also working to improve the
public image of motorcycling.

Dash
for
Cash

28
Points
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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Wow, can you believe it? It is December and, of course, it is snowing. As I reflect on the past few
weeks, we just returned from a week in sunny California visiting my daughter and spending time at one of our
National Parks, Death Valley. If you get a chance, by all means, go see it. People ask why do you want to visit
rocks and rock formations. Well, it is much more than that. Beautiful colors, sand dunes, and much more.
Although you had better bring snacks and drinks as there isn’t a lot of places to stop. The thing that I do not
like about sunny California is the traffic!! Six lanes going each way and crazy drivers. No thanks but then I
guess all large cities (New York City, Chicago, etc.) have the same traffic issues.
Now, I’m sitting here looking at the calendar and Christmas is right around the corner. Of course,
there is always two sides to Christmas – the reason for the season – the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, and the gift giving and Santa Claus. Both are important for different reasons and I hope you enjoy
both.
Chapter U will hold its Christmas party on Saturday, December 7, at the Connellys’ home at 4 p.m.
Please bring a dish to pass. The Chapter will provide beef on weck, eggnog and soft drinks. We will have
some games and, of course, Christmas carols. We may even get a surprise song on the piano, if Cindy and
Sally come to play for us. We may find out that we have some really good voices. We might be able to get
Roger to share the history of the candy cane.
As we move forward to the beginning of a new year, I would like to thank all of you who have given me
encouragement and help through my fifth and final year as Chapter Director. In all reality, I have enjoyed it
and hope that our Chapter can continue to keep on keeping on. After all, we have accomplished many things
and I know we have many more to achieve. My Assistant Director, Sally Jaquith,and her husband, Gene, will
be taking over as the new Directors. We have a great Chapter and they will continue to make it even greater.
Always remember, membership makes us strong and we are the “Little Chapter that Does.”
We have many exciting events coming in 2020. Most importantly, we will be hosting the annual RideIn, May 29 and 30, at the Chautauqua Suites. If you make your room reservations no later than April 30th,
the room rate is only $89.99. That is a real deal. The registration flyer will be coming out right after January
1st. We need your support in this exciting event. Also, our big ride event for this year will be the ride to the
Ark. Roger is already making trip plans so please let him know if you are interested. Don’t wait. He needs to
know. That reminds me that we need someone to step-up and be Ride Coordinator for next year. Roger has
done an outstanding job but he is tired and needs a well-deserved break. I know there is someone out there
that can do this important task. Do I have to get on my knees?
Our January meeting will be held on January 5. At that meeting, Sally will be taking over and making
plans for an exciting year. I know Cliff is planning on some Rider Education seminars beginning in January.
We will definitely have a First Aid CPR Refresher, as many of us need to refresh. He will be getting the details
out on what, when, and where.
With cold winter weather upon us, it is more important than ever to dress for the ride if the
opportunity presents itself. Most of us have put our bikes “to bed” but there are a few diehards out there.
Please watch for Santa and his reindeer. We want to make sure he can deliver his presents. Have you been
naughty or nice?
Let’s not forget the importance of family at this time of year and throughout the entire year. We are
not sure of our plans for this Christmas but we will continue our tradition of Christmas breakfast for anyone
who would like to join us. Last year Wayne and Carole along with Brenda and Mark joined us. Breakfast is
usually around 10 – 10:30 a.m. and there is always plenty of food.
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The Annual meeting will be coming up at the end of March. Saturday, March 28th, to be exact. This
year, like last year, it will be held at the Holiday Inn in Binghamton. I hope that some of you will join Roger
and me. It is always interesting. Sally will have more details, as it gets closer.
Again, thank you for five wonderful and event filled years. I have met and made many new friends by
being part of GWRRA. As I already said, we are not saying good-bye but just stepping back to let others take
over and enjoy the fellowship and fun that we have had. We are not going anywhere. We will be here to assist
with anything that we can.
From our family to your families, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Remember the reason for
the season.

Arlene, Chapter U Director
“The Little Chapter that DOES”

The Christmas Candy Cane
Did you ever wonder about the meaning of a candy cane? There are various versions of
how the candy cane came about but the meaning of the candy cane is always the same.
The shape of the candy cane is a J which stands for Jesus who was born on Christmas Day
and also the shepherd’s staff, as the shepherds were watching over their flocks when the
angel came to tell them of the birth of the “Christ child.”
The hardness is for the strength of Christ’s love
and that it will never waiver. The white of the
cane represents the purity of Jesus Christ and
the broad red stripe is for the blood He shed
when He died on the cross. The three thin red
stripes are for the three wise men that came to
view the Christ child. The peppermint flavor
represents the hyssop plant that was used for
purifying in the Bible.
So this year when someone gives you a candy
cane, please enjoy it but remember this story.
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

From The Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
New York Assistant State Director West
This month holds the closing of the throttle on the time I have spent as Chapter Ride
Coordinator. Let me assure you that I am not going anywhere. I plan to still be very active in
the Chapter. I just will not be leading all the rides. I love riding; it is one of the few pleasures
left that I truly enjoy. I have always wanted to know what was around the next curve, and I
still do.
I have held this self-appointed position for about five years now and it is time for
someone else to start leading the pack. When I showed up for the first dinner ride at the
Kwik-Fill, everybody was standing around trying to figure out where to go to dinner. I asked
if everyone liked Italian. I called Calarco’s in Westfield and asked if they could take fourteen
people in 45 minutes and we were off. From there the rest is history. When I started, we had
dinner rides every week and an all-day ride on Saturday or a half-day ride on Sunday every
weekend. I was planning over fifty rides a year plus leading them all. I am glad there was no
pressure. In all reality, I love this job. I wish I was retired then so I had more time to work at
it. I really had a good time with this. It was very rewarding when I led a group to a place
where they had never been before. People would just love the ride or the place or both.
Hearing their excitement would warm my heart and stimulate me. We have traveled to so
many places; I just can’t even start a list. Some were close yet nobody knew they were there.
Others we traveled to far-away places and had great adventures. Which one was my favorite?
I could not pick one. One of my favorite rides was the mystery weekend. Riding through the
hills of Southern PA, Virginia, and West Virginia was some of the best riding ever. The
weather was great and surprising the women with the all day spa experience was the best. I
remember the morning of the spa day at breakfast. I told the women that they were going to
have an all-day spa treatment. My wife said there is no way she could spend all day in a spa.
I put her in the hands of the girls running the spa and they assured me she would be fine.
When we reunited at the end of the day, she could not believe the day was over already and I
heard nothing about how terrible it would be to spend a day at the spa. Living with me, she
needed a day of wine, snacks, and pampering. That being said, it was also one of my most
disappointing rides as only one other couple came on the ride with us. I don’t know why and I
never really asked anybody. Maybe it should not have been a mystery ride and let the women
have a say. So much planning for so few, really a missed opportunity.
So where do we go from here? I am not really sure. We need someone to step up and
lead. Whomever it is, I will be here to help. I am not leaving this Chapter. It is a job that I
highly recommend. Having helped Arlene with Chapter Director and being Ride Coordinator,
I have found the latter to be the most satisfying. Do I have any advice for the next Ride
Coordinator? Sure, don’t do it all yourself. This is the only Chapter that I have heard of that
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the Ride Coordinator does all the rides. Do like I started a couple of years ago with the dinner
rides. Put out a calendar for the year and have members sign up for whatever weekends they
want to make up rides for. When I did that for the dinner rides, it opened up our horizons.
We need to do that for the weekend rides as well.
In closing, I want to thank this Chapter for all of the support it has given me over the
years. You have given me some of the greatest joys I could ever hope for in riding
motorcycles. We have taken many rides together and I have been left with a lot of stories and
wonderful memories. Now I am looking forward to even more great memories and stories as
someone new brings us into even better horizons. I want someone to show me what is around
the next curve.
Roger J. Connelly

Past Chapter NY “U” Ride Coordinator

Ride like your life depends on it, IT DOES.
Out in the garage,
Everything is quite still.
Even the mice,
Are taking a chill.

You walk over to it,
All shiny and bright.
You have it all prepped,
For the long winter’s night.

They are all snuggled up,
Feeling their best.
In your air cleaner where,
They built winter’s nest.

The snow lays gently
Outside the door.
No signs of traffic,
Going in and out on the floor.

You open the door,
And turn on the light.
Overlook the area,
See what’s in sight.

And there probably won’t be,
For some time to come.
Until the cold weather,
Is finally done.

Just checking to see,
That everything is all right.
You haven’t been out there,
Since warm weather took flight.

As you go in the house,
Thinking of a warm day.
Hoping soon the calendar,
Will turn pages to May.

There is your steed,
Standing upright and bold.
Waiting for spring,
To blow away winter’s cold.

For now enjoy winter,
With snow covering so nice.
Knowing the last laugh,
Is saved for the mice.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all. Please have a safe and happy season. Get with family and friends and
have great joy in your life. Remember someone who may be alone this year and bring them into your joy. Arlene and I
have had, for many years since all our kids moved away, a steak, eggs, and champagne breakfast for anyone who
shows up on Christmas morning. We have had as many as 24 people. Most are other couples whose children have also
moved away and left them alone. Above all, remember this is the season to think of the birth of God’s son Jesus
Christ.
Love more, condemn less.
Roger J. Connelly

Past Chapter “U” Ride Coordinator
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Another Year in the Books
Hard to believe that another year has passed and for those of
us in the Northeast, the riding season has come to an end.
However, that doesn’t mean that Rider-Ed stops as the snow builds
up outside. Winter is the time to catch up on those seminars that
could not be scheduled because someone planned a last-minute
ride for dinner or better yet, ice cream. In my spare time I noticed
in the database that a First-Aid, CPR class is in order for many of
you. Now is the time to check your personal data and see what you
need. Personally, I look at the Rider-Ed program like the muscles
in our bodies. It takes time and exercise to keep in top shape. So,
my hope is that you will try to schedule a seminar or FA/CPR
during these cold days of winter and strengthen your skills and knowledge. As always, I am
only a phone call away if you need an instructor. With that I will get off my soap box and
wish you all a joyous Holiday Season with family and friends, Merry Christmas, Happy New
Year.

All the Gear All the Time, Cliff & Nancy NY-DE

REMEMBER:
IF YOU WANT TO USE IT LATER IN LIFE,
COVER IT UP.

cliffschaal@hotmail.com
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716-397-9212

Ah, December. The dreary, dark, gloomy days of winter are upon us. The sharp wind
stabs our skin producing shivers and goose bumps. Most of us would rather stay hunkered
down in the warmth of our homes instead of going outside. Even though December marks the
end of the year and the beginning of winter, Chapter U has interesting activities to do this
winter. One of them is continuing the dinner rides once a month. The fellowship shared in
our winter activities will warm those nasty cold spells and take the shivers away. So get off the
couch and come join us.
December is the last of seven months with the length of 31 days. In a metaphysical
sense, the month of December represents unity and trust, a Divine connection. This December
will bring change to Chapter U as current Directors Arlene and Roger will be stepping down
and handing the wings to two new Directors, Sally and Gene. That change may bring shivers
and goose bumps to some but with unity, trust, faith and a little Divine intervention, Chapter
U will remain strong.

Here is wishing you all a Merry Christmas.
Assistant Directors, Sally and Gene
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Tom
Renaud

Alex Gage

Phil
Cornell

Brenda
Wilson
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Carolyn
Nelson

Debbie
Perez

Jim
McManus

Greg
Berg
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GWRRA
NY-U
Save the
Date!!!
Ride In
May 29-30, 2020
Fun, Food,
Raﬄes,
Rides thru
Beautiful
Chautauqua
County

Hosted by
Chapter U
Jamestown NY 14701
More information to follow
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