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December 7, 2019

Christmas Party
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That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Sally & Gene Jaquith
chandle_64@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Nancy Schaal
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Coordinator - Roger Connelly 716-499-6765
Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Coordinator - Kathy Eidens
Dash-for-Cash Coordinator - Brenda Peterson
Chapter U Couple of the Year - Paul & Maleia Fetters
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com

National and District leadership can be contacted at the
following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
2

The Gold Wing Road Riders Association (GWRRA) is the world’s largest
single-marquee social organization for owners and riders of Honda Gold
Wing/Valkyrie motorcycles as well as any other motorcycles, and some
would say, the world’s largest family. Dedicated to our motto, Friends for
Fun, Safety and Knowledge, GWRRA members enjoy the freedom of
belonging to a not-for-profit, non-religious and non-political organization.
Founded in 1977, GWRRA has grown to more than 72,000 U.S., Canadian
and International Members in 53 foreign countries in just 35 years. Over 800
active Chapters are managed by 4,000 volunteer leaders working with
members to foster safe, enjoyable riding while also working to improve the
public image of motorcycling.

Dash
for
Cash

28
Points
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Chapter U Director’s Corner
I can’t believe that riding season is over and that the cold weather and snow is on its way. We had our
last planned dinner ride of the season to Guppy’s. It was great and lots of fun. Moving on into the boring
winter months, let’s not forget about our Chapter and put it away like we put away our bikes for the long
winter. Let’s plan on getting together for some fun events. Last year we tried our hand at bowling. Some of
us had more success than others! What do you say?! Cards, movies, board games? Let’s figure something
out. Bring your suggestions to our next meeting.
Please read the articles on putting your bike to bed for the winter and riding in the cold. Helpful tips
for all!
November is the month of Thanksgiving and we all have plenty to be thankful for. We have a roof over
our head, lots of food to eat, our children and grandchildren are all well, and we have a blessed God looking
over us. What more could you ask for! I have just finished my second year of retirement, Roger has hit the six
(6) month mark, and we haven’t killed each other yet. Yes, I am still TRYING to learn how to play the piano
– not so easy at my age -- and still adjusting to not getting up and going to work; but I have done a lot of
things – volunteering, Bible studies, lots of gardening, walking, etc.
The leaves are on the ground ready to be raked and burned (oh, we can’t do that! – NOT). The Turkey
Parties are beginning and the turkeys are running for their lives. Preparation for that big Turkey Day are
underway. Let’s not forget that it isn’t just about the “food” but also about giving thanks for all that we have
and I for one am grateful for good health.
I am also extremely grateful for our Chapter and the wonderful trips we have taken this year. As you
already know, as of January 2020, there will be new and very capable Directors at the helm. Sally and Gene
have many ideas in store for you. The Ride-In being one of them. It will take place on May 29 – 30th, at the
Chautauqua Suites in Mayville/Chautauqua on Rt. 394. It is a beautiful place and the rooms are only $89
plus tax. You really can’t beat that. More information will follow but for now, please mark your calendars to
hold these dates! Be thinking about what you would like to do to help. We will need all hands on deck to
make this a success. May will be here before you know it.
The predictions are that it is going to be a long hard winter but don’t despair, we may still get another
ride or two in. If you do take one more ride, please remember dress for it and be prepared for the slippery
leaves, etc. that fall brings.
Mark your calendar for our Christmas party, which will be December 7th at the Connellys, 4 p.m.
Please bring a dish to pass; the Chapter will supply the beef and soft drinks.
Again, thank you all for a successful riding season. We had lots of fun and everyone stayed safe.
Remember, it’s not about me and Sally or Roger and Gene but about EVERYONE. It takes all of us to make a
successful Chapter and above all, have safe and enjoyable riding. Happy Thanksgiving.
As always, until we have to put our bikes away for the long winter months, please remember ride safe
and “All the Gear, All the Time.” Remember we are the “Little Chapter that CAN and DOES.
Again, as always, thank you for your support and remember membership makes us strong.

Arlene, Chapter U Director
“The Little Chapter that DOES”
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Notes from the West
end of the State

Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
New York State Assistant State Director West.
Last month I talked about our trip to Wing Ding. This month its Wing Ding itself. This is the first year I am
retired and I told myself I am going to Wing Ding start to finish. I signed up for everything, evening shows and dinners,
got all my tickets, stayed at the Gaylord and paid for my parking. We are set for a week of fun.
We arrived about 10:30 am on Tuesday morning as we pulled into the driveway, there was a big sign that said
motorcycle parking with an arrow to the left. We turned toward the lot and there was the parking lot pay station. I
brought up the QR label on my phone and showed it to the scanner and it worked, the gate opened. I pulled into the
parking area and to my surprise, it was full of cars. There were very few bikes in this lot compared to cars. This is only
the second Wing Ding I have been to. The last one was in Madison five years ago. When we pulled into Madison, the
parking area was for motorcycles only and it was really neat seeing an ocean of motorcycles. I find a place to park, go
in, and get us registered, grab, luggage cart, and head back to the bike where Arlene had it all unpacked and ready to
load on the cart. I got almost to the front door of the Resort and a person who told me I could not take this to my room
stopped me. I had to take a tag off it, go to my room, and call for it to be delivered. Now I see why everybody is
overloaded carrying their stuff and not using the carts cause you should usually tip the guy who delivers it to you. Stuff
in our room and a quick cleanup we were off to the award ceremony.
This ceremony was very nice and I was glad to see people take time to honor the volunteers that go above and
beyond the call of duty. It did not hurt that Arlene and I received the International Chapter Directors of the Year award.
But as I said, it is nice to see the others who put as much effort towards their awards as Arlene and I have get their just
recognition. The whole ceremony went smooth and moved along. Good job by everyone.
Getting the registration packets started at 5 pm and we lined up for them. For the number of people that were
there it went very smooth. We got our packet and it was all in order. Arlene and I volunteered to help out with the
GWRRA store for a couple hours Wednesday morning so we found out where we needed to be and when, then we were
off for dinner. The food at the resort was very good and very pricey. This dinner for three all in was over $250.00. The
salad at lunch was like a plain McDonald’s salad we picked up at a café and was $11.00 and a bottle of pop, another
$3.50. Enough about the cost of things.
Up at the crack of dawn to work the GWRRA store. Arlene was taught to run a cash register and I was
restocking the sales area and keep order in the backroom. Meeting and talking to all the members on the sales floor was
a lot of fun. It gave me a chance to talk to people from all different levels and places in the GWWRA organization. I
recommend working the store if you go to a Wing Ding. It was one of the few times I really felt close to and got to talk
with other members of our organization.
Moving on, it was off to the vendors’ area. During the course of the week, I heard many complain that this
Wing Ding was low on vendors. I didn’t think so. I thought there was a lot of vendors and I could find anything that I
needed for my motorcycling life as well as many other aspects. I talked to many of the vendors during the course of the
week and found them very helpful and knowledgeable about their products. I found the vendor portion of the event very
good.
The evening dinners and events were lack luster at best. Wednesday evening dinner was good but the
entertainment was poorly polished. The dinner was a chicken breast with roll and vegetables. For dessert, there was
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some kind of fancy looking cake that looked better then it tasted. The piano player could play OK but I have
heard better voices at high school musicals. The second night, the food was not so good. They had cookies for
dessert and a sign that said only one cookie per person. At $35.00 per person, you are limited to one cookie.
Both nights, as soon as the last person went through the line all the food disappeared. The second night had
a band that was good. They were a little country and a little Rock n Roll. They were 90 percent country and
10 percent Rock n Roll. The only redeeming quality of the evening events was Arlene and I were the only
ones from Chapter “U” attending so that forced us to sit with members from other chapters. That part was
great, I love talking to other people from other parts of the country.
Friday came and we went to downtown Nashville, I talked about that last month. While we were down
there we went over to the parking lots of the stadium where the drill teams were going to perform and the
light show parade was held. If you have never seen a drill team, they are fantastic. They had three drill teams
lined up and they all did a tremendous job. These people must put in a lot of time in practice. One of the
teams was made up of mostly Harleys, while the other two were all Goldwings. There were men and women
drivers and they all did a great job. I could not pick which one was best, they were all very entertaining. As
the drill teams came to a close, the light parade was beginning. The problem is it was a parking, not a parade.
The bikes were all parked next to each other and really quite close. It made them hard to see. Everybody is
trying to walk around and in between them and it was very congested. I liked it much better when they were
driving around the parking lot. I think you get and much better view of the bikes as they move by. Anyway,
you could see the amount of time and money they invested in their machines and the sound systems were
just as amazing. Soon it was time for an Uber ride back to the resort.
We are now in our last day of Wing Ding. We were sorting through all the stuff we got from our
vendors and seeing what we need for the ride home and what are we going to ship home with UPS. With that
all taken care of, it was time to get to the closing ceremony. The ceremony was good and it moved along. I
know it is the laws of the state, but a new Goldwing riding on the throw of a corn hole bag was just wrong.
Wing Ding 41 is in the bag. It had its ups and its downs, but in general, it was a good time. The
Gaylord, I will never return to it. It is too big and I really did not feel the Gaylord made a reasonable effort to
accommodate GWRRA. For making my reservations 10 months in advance, I was in a room about as far
away from the area we were holding our events. The food for the evening dinners was really bad. Parking was
a mess. The price is a relative thing. For what we got, their prices were crazy high. I have paid these prices at
other places without a complaint, here I am whining loudly.
Next year Wing Ding will be in Springfield Missouri, I will not be going. Not because of what
happened this year at Wing Ding. This past May we were in Branson Missouri for their State Rally and I
would like going to somewhere different next year. Remember you are talking to the guy who can’t go to a
doctor’s appointment and come home the same way.

Roger J. Connelly New York State Assistant State Director West.
Ride like your life depends on it, IT DOES.

Batman and Robin
I just love to watch the vintage TV channel. All my heroes
had a sidekick to help them fight against the “bad guys.” Lone
Ranger had Tonto, Roy had Dale, Hop-a-Long had Poncho, and
Batman had Robin and the list can go on and on. One of the major
points of these old shows is that even our hero can’t do it all by
Himself or Herself. They need their faithful sidekick to “throw the
rope to save our hero in the nick of time.”
With this writing I am happy to announce that Rick Reardon
has been appointed to the Assistant District Educator position in
New York. Rick has been very active in the District as an ARC,
TRC, FA, MEC instructor and always sets the standard for safety when he rides. He and I
will be working together to redevelope education at the Chapter level. Wouldn’t it be great if
every member in the District was current in their levels? Along with Keith and Elaine Price,
Eileen and Tim Guile, and now Rick we will do our best to reach that goal in 2020.
Well Rick, now that you have become my “faithful sidekick,” ready to pull my ass out
of the quicksand when I screw up, there is only one question to consider. What color
spandex and cape will you chose to wear?

REMEMBER:
IF YOU WANT TO USE IT LATER IN LIFE, COVER IT UP.

Cliff Schaal, NY-DE

All the Gear All the Time

Your New York District Educators: Cliff and Nancy Schaal
cliffschaal@hotmail.com
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716-397-9212

A Thanksgiving Poem
May your stuffing be tasty
May your turkey plump
May your potatoes and gravy
have nary a lump
May your yams be delicious
and your pies take the prize
And may your
Thanksgiving dinner
Stay off your thighs!
Thanksgiving
The year has turned its circle
The seasons come and go
The harvest is all gathered in
And chilly north winds blow.
Orchards have shared their treasures
The fields, their yellow grain.
So open wide the doorway—
Thanksgiving come again.
Thanksgiving Dinner
Take a turkey, stuff it fat
Some of this an some of that.
Get some turnips, peel them well.
Cook a big squash in the shell.
New potatoes, big and white.
Mash till they are soft and light.
Cranberries, so tart and sweet.
With the turkey we must eat.
Pickles -yes- and then, oh my!
For a dessert a pumpkin pie.
Golden brown and spicy sweet.
What a fine Thanksgiving treat!
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The Thanksgiving Story –
(taken from the internet)

Most stories of Thanksgiving history start with the
harvest celebration of the pilgrims and the Native
Americans that took place in the autumn of 1621.
Although they did have a three-day feast in
celebration of a good harvest, and the local natives
did participate, this “first thanksgiving” was not a
holiday, simply a gathering. There is little evidence
that this feast of thanks led directly to our modern
Thanksgiving Day holiday. Thanksgiving can,
however, be traced back to 1863 when President Lincoln became the first president to
proclaim Thanksgiving Day. The holiday has been a fixture of late November ever since.
The Pilgrims who sailed to this country aboard the Mayflower were originally members of the
English Separatist Church (a Puritan sect). They had earlier fled their home in England and
sailed to Holland (The Netherlands) to escape religious persecution. There, they enjoyed
more religious tolerance, but they eventually became disenchanted with the Dutch way of life,
thinking it ungodly. Seeking a better life, the Separatists
negotiated with a London stock company to finance a
pilgrimage to America. Most of those making the trip aboard
the Mayflower were non-Separatists, but were hired to
protect the company’s interests. Only about one-third of the
original colonists were Separatists.
The Pilgrims set ground at Plymouth Rock on December 11,
1620. Their first winter was devastating. At the beginning of
the following fall, they had lost 46 of the original 102 who
sailed on the Mayflower. But the harvest of 1621 was a
bountiful one. And the remaining colonists decided to
celebrate with a feast – including 91 natives who had helped
the Pilgrims survive their first year. It is believed that the
Pilgrims would not have made it through the year without
the help of the natives. The feast was more of a traditional
English harvest festival than a true “thanksgiving” observance. It lasted three days.
Governor William Bradford sent “four men fowling” after wild ducks and geese. It is not
certain that wild turkey was part of their feast. However, it is certain that they had venison.
The term “turkey” was used by the Pilgrims to mean any sort of wild fowl.
Another modern staple at almost every Thanksgiving table is pumpkin pie. But it is unlikely
that the first feast included that treat. The supply of flour had been long diminished, so there
was no bread or pastries of any kind. However, they did eat boiled pumpkin, and they

produced a type of fried bread from their corn crop. There was
also no milk, cider, potatoes, or butter. There was no domestic
cattle for dairy products, and the newly-discovered potato was
still considered by many Europeans to be poisonous. But the feast
did include fish, berries, watercress, lobster, dried fruit, clams,
venison, and plums.

Ma Cook’s Pumpkin Pie
1 large can pumpkin
3 eggs
Scalded
1 ¼ c milk
4 T butter
1 C evaporated Milk
1 C Brown Sugar
Mix All Together
Makes two pies
Bake about 45 minutes to an hour
or whenever the knife comes out
clean.

Spices: 3 Tsp/ Cinn.
½ Tsp Ginger
1 Tsp Nutmeg
½ Tsp Cloves
1 Tsp Salt

Treat your bike like it was one of your children
Whether you’re hanging up your riding gear for just a few weeks or several months, taking care of some basic
needs will make getting your motorcycle going again in the spring that much easier, and it will help ensure
trouble-free riding for years.
Shelter: Figure out where your bike is going to take the big sleep. Inside heated storage is best, either in your
own garage, or at a commercial storage facility. Your local dealership may offer this service. If that’s not an
option, the next best place is an unheated garage or shed. If you don’t have access to indoor storage, make
sure you at least park the bike on a sheet of plywood and cover it up.
Clean up and service: Give the motorcycle a good wash and wax job, and perform any needed maintenance
as outlined in your owner’s manual. Lube the chain and cables, and check your tires for wear and inflate them
to the proper pressure. If your tires need replacing, now is the time to do it, so you don’t lose riding time in
the spring.
Change the oil: Even if your bike won’t be sitting for long, change the oil. Dirty oil contains contaminates
that can increase corrosion, leading to premature engine wear. Start by firing up the engine and let it run for
several minutes to get everything up to operating temperature. Then, drain the old oil, and refill the engine
with whatever viscosity is recommended by your owner’s manual. There’s no need for any special “winter”
blend or oil additive.
Add fuel stabilizer: Measure fuel stabilizer into your gas tank according to the instructions on the bottle,
and then start the engine. Let it run long enough so the stabilizer can work its way through the fuel system
and get into small parts and passageways. You’ll find stabilizer at an auto parts store or big box retailer. It can
be more convenient to mix stabilizer and fuel in a separate 5-gallon gas can, as it simplifies the math for the
additive.
Get proper coverage: Plastic tarps trap moisture, risking corrosion on chrome and painted surfaces where
you can see it and inside mechanical parts where you can’t. The best bet is to invest in a good breathable cover
designed for your motorcycle. Check with your dealer or look for one from an aftermarket supplier online.
Mind your battery: Your battery will last a lot longer if it’s kept charged, but you don’t want to overdo it,
either. Overcharging will not only kill a battery, it can boil the fluid inside—that can cause it to overheat and
can even lead to an explosion. The best bet is to invest in a battery minder and charger that will cycle on and
off as needed to maintain a proper charge. You can find them online starting at about $50.
Following these few basic tips can help keep your motorcycle in good condition and ensure it is ready to ride
when spring arrives.
Step 1: Change the Oil. Show All 7 Items. ...
Step 2: Wash Your Bike. ...
Step 3: Fill Your Gas Tank. ...
Step 4: Move the Bike to the Storage Location. ...
Step 5: Cover the Mufflers. ...
Step 6: Remove the Battery. ...
Step 7: Connect the Battery to the Charger. ...
Step 8: Cover the Bike.

STOP OFTEN

We can all brave a quick ride home in nearfreezing temperatures, but a long ride in the cold
will numb your fingers and toes which is
dangerous to you and other road users. Stop
frequently, have a warm drink and thaw out the
extremities. Find public toilets with hand blow
dryers which will quickly thaw out your fingers.
If you are constantly shivering, pull over for just
a couple of minutes and move around briskly to
get your blood pumping.

STAY DRY

Even fine mist can soak your clothing and
amplify the effects of wind chill, so consider
wearing a waterproof layer or at least spraying
your gear with water repellent.

HYDRATE

When we’re cold we don’t feel as thirsty as when we are hot, so there is a tendency to not drink enough. That
can lead to fatigue, so stay hydrated.

ALCOHOL & COFFEE

They may go down nice and warm and make you feel like they are heating up your insides, but they can be a
danger in the cold. Alcohol and caffeine increase the blood flow to the skin which may make you feel warmer,
but it is actually causing you to loose body heat. Alcohol also affects your judgment which may already be
impaired by the cold.
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Cold Weather Riding Tips
There is no doubt that a warm rider is far safer than one
who is frozen solid in the winter chill.
Being too cold can lead to shivering, exhaustion,
confusion, memory loss, slurred speech, drowsiness,
low energy, slow reaction times, and stiff and sore joints.
None of these is advisable for a rider to stay safe.
There is nothing macho about braving cold conditions
that bring on hypothermia. Riders who don’t prepare
for the cold are a danger to themselves and others.
Warm and comfortable riders are more alert, more
supple, better able to deal with emergency situations
and therefore safer road users.
There’s cold and then there is bitterly cold with black ice and other dangers. A little bit of cold can be
invigorating, but prolonged bitter cold is dangerous and could even lead to permanent frost bite damage.
Motorcycle and outdoor outfitter stores sell a wide range of thermal underwear which is thin but effective. It
will keep you warm without having to put on several layers of bulky clothing and limit your free movement

GEAR UP

Today’s riding gear features materials that keep you warm without having to be extra bulky. You usually pay
for what you get, but good quality textile gear is usually warmer than leather. A nice leather jacket may cut
the wind, but the leather can get cold and stiff. Make sure the sleeves, neck, and ankles can be tightly closed
as the wind and cold can get in. A neck warmer is a good addition to stop that sneaky breeze down your back.

EXTREMITIES

You can wear the warmest jacket and pants, but if your extremities are still cold, you will not be able to work
the levers properly. Get good quality winter gloves and wear warm, woolen socks to keep your fingers and
toes from going numb. Just because gloves are thick doesn’t mean they are warmer. Usually the price you
pay relates more to effectiveness than thickness.

WIND CHILL

Estimating wind chill is a complex calculation involving ambient temperature and wind speed, but at 0
degrees ambient temperature, traveling at 100km/h on the highway, you will be in -17.4 degrees. Do your
best to get out of the wind. Difficult on a naked bike, but you can at least tuck your legs into the tank, crouch
down a bit and maybe slow down a bit.

BIKE MODS

If you want to spend a bit more money, you can also add grips, seat and even foot warmers to your bike,
although these will all draw power from the battery so you might also need to consider an alternator and/or
battery boost.
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