GWRRA
Chapter
NY-U
May 2019 Newsletter
Next Meeting

May 18, 2019
Tech Day - Hector & Debbie Perez
10:00 a.m.
Lunch - Noon,
Meeting to follow
District Directors
Ted and Janice Zamorski

BELLE-VIEW EAST
Restaurant

gwrra.ny.director@gmail.com
315-733-4202

Upcoming Chapter Events
May 11, 2019

ARC Training

May 15, 2019
May 18,2019
May 26 - June 3
May 29, 2019
June 12, 2019
June 26, 2019
July 7, 2019
July 10, 2019
July 13, 2019

Dinner Ride
Tech Day/Meeting
Missouri District Rally
Dinner Ride
Dinner Ride
Dinner Ride - Woodin
Monthly Meeting
Dinner Ride
Miniature Golf w/ Chapter H

9 a.m. Chautauqua Lake Central School
parking lot
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
10 a.m. /Meeting to follow
Branson, MO
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
2:00 pm -Dinner/ 3:00 pm meeting
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
Midway State Park, Bemus Point

Additional Events on Page 3
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The Little
Chapter

U

U
U U

That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Sally & Gene Jaquith
chandle_64@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Nancy Schaal
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Coordinator - Roger Connelly 716-499-6765
Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Coordinator - Kathy Eidens
Dash-for-Cash Coordinator - Brenda Peterson
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com
NYS District Couple of the Year - Mark & Brenda Peterson

National and District leadership can be contacted at the
following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
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Upcoming Chapter Events
Continued from Page 1
July 24, 2019
August 3, 2019
August 4, 2019

Dinner Ride - Peterson
Miniature Golf w/ Chapter H
Monthly Meeting

August 7, 2019
August 21, 2019
September 4, 2019
September 8, 2019
September 18, 2019
October 2, 2019
October 6, 2019
October 16, 2019
October 30, 2019

Dinner Ride
Dinner Ride - Eidens
Dinner Ride
Monthly Meeting
Dinner Ride
Dinner Ride
Monthly Meeting
Dinner Ride
Dinner Ride
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6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
Charcoal Corral, Perry, NY
2:00 pm - Picnic/Meeting Wayne & Carole Johnson
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
2:00 pm -Dinner/ 3:00 pm meeting
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
2:00 pm -Dinner/ 3:00 pm meeting
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown
6:00 pm - Kwik-Fill Rt. 60 Jamestown

Chapter U Director’s Corner
Look out the window and hopefully, the May flowers will be starting to appear. I love this time of year when
the spring flowers bloom, the geese and ducks are back on the pond and the birds keep our bird feeders pretty
busy by eating us out of house and home. The smell of fresh cut grass is in the air and my garden is calling
“where are you Arlene?” Are you on that bike again?
May is also the month that we remember our veterans when we celebrate Memorial Day. This is the time to
remember all our service men and women. It is because of them that we still live in America the beautiful. A
land of freedom. The freedom that we all enjoy and seem to take for granted. Please thank a veteran for their
service and ride your bike in one of the local parades.
As a Chapter, we have an extremely busy month of May. Our first dinner ride will be May 1st leaving the
Kwik-Fill on Rt. 60 and I 86 at 6 p.m. sharp! Paul Fetters will be leading the ride. Thank you Paul. The next
event will be the Ride-In on May 4th in the Catskills. This should be a great time. We are looking forward to
seeing old friends and making new friends.
Next is our ARC Class that Cliff is presenting at Chautauqua Lake Central School on May 11th. Instruction
starts at 9 a.m. This is an important class. Let’s give Cliff our support.
Our Tech Day and Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, May 18, at Hector and Debbie Perez’s. 10 a.m. for
people working on bikes and lunch will be served at Noon. Please bring a dish to pass. The Chapter will
supply Hot dogs and hamburgers. Their address is 47 Benedict Street in Jamestown NY. Thank you for
stepping up to the plate and offering your garage! This will be a combination May and June meeting. This
will be a very important meeting so please try to attend. Even if your bike doesn’t need any work, someone
else’s bike will. All hands on deck make for an easier fix and lots of laughter and fun.
As May is Motorcycle Awareness month, I can’t emphasize enough the importance of safe riding and wearing
the proper gear. Yes, the co-rider needs the same gear as the rider. If there is a bike accident, and we pray
that it never happens, the co-rider will probably sustain injuries as well as the rider. Please, please be
prepared.
The Missouri Ride is right around the corner. We have never been on a trip this long and it will be a learning
experience for us all. I will have to review my article on how to pack for a trip. We don’t have a trailer so
taking only the necessary items is very important. We are hoping for good weather and lots of sun and rain,
rain go away.
Another reminder, if you haven’t made your reservations for the State Rally at the Tioga Downs Casino
Resort, please do so immediately. Please see the flyer for more information. Dates are August 8th – 11th.
There will be some great riding going on.
With the sun shining, hope this is the start of a great riding season and remember all the gear all the time.
Thank you as always for your continued support of our Chapter. Remember, membership makes us strong
and we are the “Little Chapter that DOES!”

Arlene - Chapter NY-U Director
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Thoughts from the

Assistant Chapter Directors
Now that May is upon us, we are all anxious to get out our bikes and ride. What do we do, we
wash, polish, check the tires, battery, gas, etc. You know what I mean. We make sure that
bike is in tiptop running condition.
Now has anyone given thought about his lawn mower? Do you give your lawn mower the
same care and love you do your motorcycle? Probably not, our lawn mowers need tender
loving care too if they are going to work properly. We depend on them to cut our grass all
summer long. After all, April showers bring May flowers and makes grass grow long enough
to mow.
Now is the time to take that lawn mower out of the garage, wash all the winter dust and dirt
off. Don’t forget to hose underneath the mower deck and scrape off any hard, dried on grass
clippings. Check the blades to see if they might need sharpening. You might want to check
the oil, the gas, and the tires. Maybe think about a tune-up if needed.
Don’t forget to wear all the safety gear. A sun hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, shoes and ear plugs.
So, take care of your lawn mower and it will take care of your grass.
May is skin cancer awareness month. Skin cancer is one of the most common types of cancer
and the most preventable. More than 90 percent of skin cancer is caused by excessive
exposure to the sun. When riding your motorcycle or your lawn mower, use sunscreen on any
exposed skin including your face.
Assistant Chapter Directors: Sally and Gene Jaquith
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From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
First things first, have you sent in the registrations for the Ride-In and the State Rally? If you have,
thank you and I am looking forward to seeing you there. If you answered no, I wish I could make the rest of the
page disappear so you cannot read the rest of my article. What are you waiting for? By the time you get this
you may be too late for the Ride-In and you will have to read my next month’s article telling you all about, in
detail, the great time you missed by not coming to the Ride-In. If you answered no, go to the back of this
newsletter and get the forms, fill them out, and send them in. This is getting to be way more than enough said.
Now for some real news. “Drum roll please.” I am now the District Ride Coordinator for New York. I
am still going to be the Assistant District Director West, so I will have my hands full. I am glad I retired. My
first goal is to contact all the Chapter Ride Coordinators and try to get a District Ride Calendar put together so
you can go to one calendar and see what every Chapter is doing on a given day. This, along with my own
Chapter’s aggressive ride schedule, will keep me busy. Remember I am Chapter “U” Ride Coordinator and
help my wife who is the Chapter Director. Therefore, I am asking all Chapter Ride Coordinators to please
contact me with your Chapter’s latest ride calendar and all of your contact information. Your contact
information should include: phone numbers (cell and home), complete mailing address, and an email address.
My contact information will be listed at the end of this article. Then from here going forward, please include
me in any updates that you have to your ride schedule so I can update this calendar. I think it will be a great
asset to be able to go to one calendar and see what everybody else is doing. If your chapter wants to have a
district event, you can see what is going on that day in other places. Rather than trying to go through a bunch of
Chapter newsletters that may or may not have been saved to see if there is something you want to go to, you
could have one place. This first year will be a year of building, and we will see how it goes, bear with me on
this.
I do have a vision of having a District Ride next year. I have a couple of destinations in mind and will
give out more information on that at a later date. It will be a four-day ride and would be open to everybody in
our District. Most of all it will be fun and interesting.
A little information about me as a Ride Coordinator. I am a person that when he sets his mind to it, does
the job with passion. I can really get into detail. Ask my wife and she will tell you I spend excessively too
much time on planning rides. Being the ride coordinator is a tough job. It never ends. First, you plan out the
ride finding a place to go, gas stops, food stops, and rest stops. Then you need to promote it and hope people
want to go on it. Then get your directions in order so you can follow them. Show up on the morning of the ride,
after looking your bike all over making sure it is ready while all the time you are hoping everyone else is doing
the same thing to their bikes so you have no problems. Have a Drivers’ meeting to get everyone on the same
page. Next, you get out the cattle prod to help you get everyone on their bikes. Now you are ready to hit the
road and start the journey. Is the weather going to stay good, is there going to be any road construction, any
detours? These questions all start scrolling through your mind. As the ride unfolds and everything is going
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good you start to relax a little bit. Get a couple of stops completed without having to use the cattle prod too
much, things are looking good. The best part of the ride finally arrives, the end. Everybody tells you what a
great ride it was and you say to yourself, I pulled off another one. At this point, you are not sure, if you feel
good because you had a great time or because everybody else had a great time, or both. Anyway I will get into
ride planning a little more next month. For now, I will see you all at the Ride-In at Sunny Hill Resort,
May 4 – 5.
Contact Information. Roger Connelly theconnellys@windstream.net
PO Box 136
Dewittville NY 14728

Home (716) 386-6765
Cell (716) 499-6765

I would like to thank you all for your support in advance.

Roger J. Connelly
Chapter “NY-U” Ride Co-ordinator/ Asst. District Director New York

“I wanted a day of
sentiment, not profit."
Anna Jarvis

Everyone has a mother, so it isn't surprising that
throughout the world there are ways of honoring
and celebrating mothers. Mother's Day is a time
to think about the legacies – personal and
societal – mothers and grandmothers pass on.
Historically, mothers have had a key role in
building and maintaining connections across generations. Even today, they are most often
the "kinkeepers" in families and take the lead in passing down family stories, life lessons,
and traditions. Honoring this role of mothers is part of the story behind Mother's Day – but
not all of it.
Many people may believe Mother's Day was developed as a commercial holiday by Hallmark
or some other company to sell cards, candy, and flowers. Or, they may believe it's a day
solely to celebrate the domestic role of women in the home and family. Neither of these
perceptions is accurate. Our consumerist market may have fueled the commercialism
around the holiday, and the role of mothers in families is indeed important, but Mother's
Day is not only about honoring a woman's devotion to her own family. The history of the
day has its roots in honoring the broader networks, social ties, and political concerns of
women. The day is about women's commitment to the past, present, and future at both the
personal and political levels. It honors women who have acted not only on behalf of their
own children but also on behalf of an entire future generation.
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Risk Management Part# 1
Risk Management is something that through time we don’t
pay enough attention to. Case in point, I was talking to an
individual who made the statement “when you are a good rider you
don’t need a helmet.” Can you guess this person lived in
Pennsylvania? Just because the law doesn’t demand a helmet,
common sense does. Why take the risk of head injury when it can
be reduced? In GWRRA we present the “ 3 P’s concept. In this
article I will present the first “P” with the rest in the following
months. My hope is that you all will consider your own riding
habits and just maybe, adjust riding habits to make your ride safer
and reduce your risk.
PROPER YOU. Mentally fit and alert, good mental attitude, drug and alcohol free,
rested, physically fit for riding. Mentally fit, some people think that when life’s pressures get
too great all we need is a relaxing ride in the country. But where are your thoughts? Are you
paying attention to the ride or are you preoccupied with the argument you just had with
someone? Maybe a good deep breath would be in order before you get on the bike. Drug and
alcohol free, that’s a no brainer. But, how about meds we take to maintain our day to day
health. Sometimes blood pressure meds can make you light headed. Cholesterol meds can
cause muscle ache. And how about planning pit stops if you are on a diuretic. Riding under
the influence can mean more than just the obvious so plan ahead. How are you physically?
As we all age our skills diminish. Body aches, reflexes aren’t what they used to be, knees
hurt, and more things than I can name. So bottom line, “Know your personal limits and
accept them.” By doing this you will be able to extend the enjoyment of riding and after all
isn’t that what GWRRA is all about?
All the gear all the time.

Cliff

REMEMBER:
IF YOU WANT TO USE IT LATER IN LIFE, COVER IT UP.
Cliff Schaal, NY-DE

All the Gear All the Time

Your New York District Educators: Cliff and Nancy Schaal
cliffschaal@hotmail.com

8

716-397-9212

Colorado – Sand Dunes?
Last fall it was time for a road trip, my favorite way to travel. Ask me if I want to take a ride – anywhere – and
I’m in the car or on the motorcycle & ready to go. No better way to see this great country of ours than to see it
via the highways & byways. Do I like to fly? Sure do, but for me the best way to see & experience things is
from the road.
Our middle daughter was living in Phoenix, AZ and had decided it was time to move back to the east coast.
Sounded like a good plan to us. And the best way to get some of her ‘stuff’ back to NY was by driving. So
Mom flew out and was more than happy to make the long trek home to WNY with her. 12 beautiful days on
the road seeing all kinds of beautiful folks & sights.
Colorado you say? We have family in Colorado, and although we had just seen them in WNY for a family
wedding in June, it had been a very long time since we had been to Colorado to see them. We spent the
1stnight in Cortez, CO and then headed to Breckenridge, where my nephew, Brett, lives & works. Since we
were ahead of schedule, he suggested we take a detour and stop along the way and see the Great Sand Dunes
National Park & Preserve. Sand Dunes in Colorado? Really? He hadn’t seen them himself, but had heard
great things about them – not to be missed! So we adjusted our travel plans – Sand Dunes here we come!
I must admit, it seemed like a long way out of nowhere to get to them, but my oh my, was it ever worth it! It
took our breath away. I’d never seen sand dunes before except for very, very small ones at the beach. These
were HUGE hills of sand, some 750 feet tall – the tallest in North America - on the eastern edge of the San
Luis Valley in south central Colorado, not far from the Sangre de Cristo Mountain Range. Beautiful.
Absolutely stunning. Nature at its finest. We were speechless.
Did we make it to see Brett? We did. Had a lovely dinner with him & his gal at a restaurant on Main Street in
Breckenridge. We thanked him over & over for the encouragement to see the Sand Dunes & encouraged him
to take the time to do the same. Wow! What incredible diversity all within a few sq. miles. (the total Park,
168 sq. miles; the dunes, 30 sq. miles).
We made it home – some 2,000 miles, 2 zoos, 5 National Parks, and 4 family visits later. It was wonderful!
In every way. If you ever get to Colorado, I encourage YOU to see the Great Sand Dunes – they really are
GREAT.
Till next time,
Mark & Brenda Peterson
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Motorcycle Awareness Month
Motorcyclists are much more vulnerable to crashes than other drivers. In 2007, the mileage
death rate for motorcyclists in 2007 was 37 times greater than for passenger car occupants.
Motorcycle safety also is an issue of increasing concern – fatalities involving drivers and
motorcyclists increased 131 percent between 1998 and 2008, according to NSC.
Throughout Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, NSC encourages motorists to share the
road with motorcyclists and be extra alert when they are nearby. NSC's tips include:
1. Passenger car drivers must allow greater following distance behind a motorcycle.
2. Drivers also must show extra caution in intersections. Most crashes occur when a driver
fails to see a motorcyclist and turns left in front of a motorcycle.
3. Drivers should never try to share a lane with a motorcycle. Always give a motorcycle the
full lane width.
4. Motorcyclists should avoid riding in poor weather conditions.
5. Motorcyclists should position their motorcycles to avoid a driver's blind spot.
6. Motorcyclists must use turn signals for every turn or lane change.

Many crashes occur because motorcycles are hidden in a vehicle's blind spot. Drivers should
always make a visual check for motorcyclists by checking mirrors and blind spots before
entering or leaving a lane of traffic, NSC explained.
"Throughout spring and summer the number of motorcyclists on the road will increase. It is
important for both motorists and motorcyclists to be aware of one another," said David
Teater, NSC senior director of Transportation Initiatives. "To better defend themselves,
motorcyclists should follow the rules of the roadway and wear protective gear, including a
Department of Transportation compliant helmet."

Dash
for
Cash

5
Points
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What is the
history of
Memorial Day?
Memorial Day was first widely
observed in May 1868. The
celebration commemorated the
sacrifices of the Civil War and the
proclamation was made by General
John A Logan. Following the
proclamation, participants decorated
graves of more than 20,000 Union
and Confederate soldiers.
In years since World War 1, the day
has become a celebration of honor for
those who died in all America’s wars, as well as those who are Veterans and current members
of the US military.
I would like to take this time to thank all of you who have served our wonderful country.
Does Memorial Day have meaning to you? Most of our local towns have a parade that ends at
a cemetery with a Memorial service. Take time out of your day and attend one of these
celebrations.
It is important for Americans to take time to remember the sacrifices that bought their
freedom. Here are some ideas on how to celebrate this important American holiday:
• Send a note of thanks to Veterans you know.
• If you know someone who has lost a loved one in battle, offer to help with a household
project or help meet a special need they have.
• Visit a local cemetery and place flags or flowers on the graves of fallen soldiers.
• Fly the American flag at half-staff until noon.
• Participate in the National Moment of Remembrance at 3:00 pm. Pause and think upon
the meaning of Memorial Day.
• Pray for God’s blessing on America. Ask for God’s protection over all branches of our
military.
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Packing for a Weekend Getaway
I know I published this article before but for our new members, and with our upcoming trip
to the Missouri Rally, I thought I would repeat it. I don’t know if you saw the article in
“Wing World” so I will use some of that information in this article. If you are like me, and
most women are, they think they cannot live without certain items. However, I found that
it can be done. We do not have a trailer and have no desire to have one. Therefore, I had
to learn to pack for a weekend getaway with limited space.
Start with a plan and make a checklist. Check the weather to make sure you know what to
expect as far as temperature goes. Not being warm enough or being too warm can make for
an uncomfortable trip. Girls, you can wear a pair of jeans and a t-shirt or sweatshirt more
than once! No one really cares!! Of course, underwear is a different story and remember,
there are stores if you absolutely have to have something. A jacket, sweatshirt, toiletries,
toolkit, and a first-aid kit are necessities. Oh yes, don’t forget the raingear. Again, ladies,
you don’t need that huge purse -- comb, lipstick, glasses if needed and your identification –
that should do it!
An important item that is most often forgotten is a medical information sheet. It is very
important that you put that on your bike someplace where it can be readily found. Include
on it your doctor’s name and number, medications that you are on, any allergies you may
have, contact person of someone other than the person who is riding with you and other
critical information.
The best advice is to not stress about the trip, use common sense, and enjoy yourself. I
know on our first trip, I was a little nervous but I soon got over it and it was one of the best
getaways that we have had. I can’t remind you enough to relax, enjoy, and remember “all
the gear, all the time.”
Have fun and ride safe.
Arlene
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Eugene
Jaquith

Donna
Berg

Cecilio
Sanchez

Deb
Cornell
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Joe &
Marsha
Gaworecki

Yvonne
Spoon
Valerie
Card

Everet &
Valerie
Card

Les
Woodin

Sue
Massey

Dick &
Brenda
Wilson

Dennis &
Diana
Vanderlee

Joe
Gaworecki

Dave
Nelson

Diana
Vanderlee

Roger &
Arlene
Connelly

Bill &
Alex Gage
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New York DISTRICT IS HOSTING An ARC TRAINING EVENT ON
May 11, 2019, Hosted by Chapter U. Jamestown NY
EVENT ADDRESS: 100 Erie St, Mayville, New York 14757
EVENT LOCATION: Chautauqua Lake High School
EVENT HOURS: 8:30am—4:00pm
What you need to bring: M/C Registration, proof of insurance, License with M/C
endorsement. DOT Approved Helmet, Long Sleeve shirt or coat, Long pants, Over the
ankle shoe, Full Finger Gloves, and Eye Protection .

RIDER EDUCATION (ARC.) Advance Riding Class
(FEE PER ☒ PERSON $$25.00) To help offset Cost of the range, materials and lunch
Make Checks Payable To –GWRRA NY DISTRICT and mail to: Clifford Schaal NY-DE
2251 Bay State Rd Salamanca, NY 14779
❖FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING LODGING OR TO REGISTER FOR THE EVENT CONTACT❖
Clifford Schaal NY District Educator
PHONE: 716-397-9212

EMAIL: cliffschaal@hotmail.com

PLEASE RSVP ON OR BEFORE: May 6, 2019
☐
☒LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED
☐
❖BRING YOUR GWRRA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER WITH YOU TO THE EVENT-THANK YOU❖

Email Form To: toledotriker@gmail.com

U.10
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Chapter “L” of Coxsackie, New York
Invites you to the

GWRRA
2019 New York District Ride-In
Friday and Saturday
May 3rd and 4th at:
Friday night Chicken BBQ
Saturday Guided Ride
Saturday BBQ Lunch
352 Sunny Hill Road
Raffles and more. Greenville, New York 12083

Sunny Hill Resorts lodging rate is
$129.00 plus tax, which includes
breakfast in the Dining Room.
For reservations please call:
(518) 634-7642
(For those interested in golfing,
the greens fees are $10)

Come and join us at
Sunny Hill, located
on a 600-acre
property in the
picturesque northern
Catskill Mountains.
https://www.sunnyhill.com/
https://youtu.be/xBQ7cA3tagQ
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Upcoming
Wing Ding 41
August 27th - 31st
2019

Registration Information:
Print & Mail Application
Online Registration
or Call 1-800-843-9460
–

August 27 – 31, 2019 | Gaylord Opryland in
Nashville, Tennessee
Wing Ding is the ultimate Honda Gold Wing & Touring Bike convention! Hosted by
GWRRA at different locations across the United States every year, the rides to
Wing Ding as well as unique atmospheres are unforgettable. Come join us for a
motorcycle convention unlike any other, where you can enjoy the company of
friends with live entertainment in a beautiful location, learn more about motorcycle
safety, discover all the latest products for your bike, and even test drive a new
one.

