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NE Region
Chapter NY-U
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Next Meeting/ Tech Day

May 5, 2018
Les & Cindy Woodins

District Directors
BELLE-VIEW EAST
Restaurant

Ted and Janice Zamorski
gwrra.ny.director@gmail.com
315-733-4202

Upcoming Chapter Events

May 2
May 5
June 9
July 28 & 29
August 4
September 5-9

Dinner Ride
6:00 - Kwik Fill Rt. 60
Tech Day/Meeting - Les & Cindy Woodins‘
10 am - 1:00 pm Meeting
Dice run - Ride for A Reason - Royal Family Kids Camp
9:30 am Registration
Guy’s Hog Ride
Contact Cliff
Picnic/Meeting 2:00 pm
Thousand Island Trip
Contact Roger
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The Little
Chapter

U

U
U U

That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Brenda & Mark Peterson
mrp437@windstream.net
Treasurer/Dash-for-Cash Co-ordinator - Nancy Schaal
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Co-ordinator - Roger Connelly

716-499-6765

Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Co-ordinator - Sally Jaquith
Couple of the Year - Mark & Brenda Peterson
National, Region, and District leadership can be contacted at the following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
Region - www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/node/41
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
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First Rule of the Road

ARRIVE
ALIVE!

All the Gear - All the Time

Wing Ding 40
August 28 - September 1,2018
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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Look out the window and hopefully, the May flowers will be starting to appear. I love this time of year
when the spring flowers bloom, the geese and ducks are back on the pond and the birds keep our bird
feeders pretty busy by eating us out of house and home. The smell of fresh cut grass is in the air and
my garden is calling “where are you Arlene?” Are you on that bike again?
May is also the month that we remember our veterans when we celebrate Memorial Day. This is the
time to remember all our service men and women. It is because of them that we still live in America
the beautiful. A land of freedom. The freedom that we all enjoy and seem to take for granted. Please
thank a veteran for their service and ride your bike in one of the local parades.
A quick review of April that started out with our “Recruitment Day” at our local Honda Dealership.
Wow, the 2018 “new Wing” is totally awesome. We gave out hot dogs and made a few new “friends.”
Also for the month of April, Cliff gave us another Rider Training event with the Road Captain’s Class.
As a Chapter, we have an extremely busy month of May. Our first dinner ride will be May 2nd leaving
the Kwik-Fil on Rt 60 and I 86 at 6:00 p.m. sharp! Paul Fetters will be leading the ride. Thank you
Paul. The next event will be our Tech Day and Chapter meeting on Saturday, May 5, at Les and
Cindy’s. 10 a.m. for people working on bikes and lunch will be served at Noon. Please bring a dish to
pass.
As May is Motorcycle Awareness month, I can’t emphasize enough the importance of safe riding and
wearing the proper gear. Yes, the co-rider needs the same gear as the rider. If there is a bike
accident, and we pray that it never happens, the co-rider will probably sustain injuries as well as the
rider. Please, please be prepared.
The Dice run is right around the corner, June 9th, starting and finishing from the Gerry Rodeo
Grounds. We will make our final plans at Tech day. Remember, this is a benefit for Royal Family
Kids Camp. Please see the attached flyer.
Another reminder, if you haven’t made your reservations for the State Rally in Watertown at the
Hilton Garden Hotel September 20-22, please do so immediately. Please see the flyer for more
information.
With the sun shining, hope this is the start of a great riding season and remember all the gear all the
time. Thank you as always for your continued support of our Chapter. Remember, membership
makes us strong and we are the “Little Chapter that DOES!”
Arlene
NY Chapter U Director
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From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
So, way back in the October newsletter I wrote an article on our trip to Ohio last September. I wrote
about the Metro Park with the canal ride and Old Mill. At the end of the article, I said next month the
covered bridges and that never happened. So here it is.
With the sun shining brightly, we repacked the motorcycles, and made ourselves ready to head out
for the covered bridges. We stopped along the way and ate breakfast, as this is my favorite meal of the day.
As I was eating my corned beef hash and eggs, I was thinking about the day ahead. I have been to these
bridges many times but every time I get excited about visiting them. Each time I learn more about them. I
took another drink from my diet coke and thought about how each one of these bridges was like a little
time transporter. Some of these bridges are very old, some are re-built, and some are new builds to look
like the old ones.
The old ones are my favorites. They are not just old bridges; they are history. With breakfast in the
bag, we were on the road heading to one of my favorites. While riding down the road, I was thinking to
myself, if they could talk, they could really tell some stories I bet.
They do, tell stories that is, but you really need to take your time with these old girls as they won’t
talk to just anybody. If you are in a hurry, they will have nothing to say. No, I’m not going crazy; they don’t
talk to me with words. You have to look at them, deeply look at them. You can see the saw cuts in the
timbers. Some are clean cut with a straight sharp blade; others have the uneven cut of a blade with a warp
in it. A few show the signs of cuts made at different angles as what would happen if cut by hand with a long
blade saw. Many of these old bridges were not just built by some construction crew that came in from out
of town and threw up the bridge. Many of these were built by a group of locals. The trees were cut down
and hauled to a local mill where they were turned from logs into timbers. Then the timbers were hauled to
the sight of the bridge and assembled with great pride into a bridge that would service the whole
community. Getting back to the bridges telling a story, some of the bridges have carvings in the wood, who
were couples, who were just bored and said that they were here, then again some maybe the builders. Some
are out in the open and many are very obscure places. Many of the really old bridges are built with very
little steel, most are held together with wood pins. The pins look like some were turned by a machine while
others look to have been hand shaved. With the timbers drilled with great precision, the pins were then
hammered into the holes. Now turning my sights to the deck board, I am sure that they are not the
originals but still some of them are very old. Many of them have signs of the lack of respect people have for
the bridges as you can see where someone was spinning their tires in the bridge leaving burn marks in the
floors. Along with the floors, the spray painting in the bridges makes me ask why would people do this.
These bridges have never done anything but help people cross the river. Looking at the outside, you can see
where the elements have taken their shot at these river-crossing structures. Looking at the abutments that
hold these bridges, you can see where things floating down the river have rammed into them leaving their
marks. The lower edges of these Titans of river-crossings also show the signs of being hit by objects carried
by the river in times of extreme weather. Many proudly show the waterlines of where the water has risen to
while they stood firm and held there position. Touch them. Feel how rough the timbers are and how
difficult they would have been to handle while assembling them. Feel the floorboards, feel how smooth
they are and think of how many wheels must have traveled over them to get them that way.
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Trucks and wagon carrying all the goods the locals needed. Carrying crops to market, people on vacations,
maybe just out for a Sunday ride, or a patient to the hospital. Were they a meeting place for young lovers, a
family for a picnic, a shelter from a saddened storm? How much time have they saved its travelers, or lives
they have saved. Think about the number of storms they have survived, the feet of snow they have held up
under. Yes, they have stories to tell all you need is time to hear, feel, and see them. They love to tell their tales
of what has happened over the years.
These old ladies have really stood the test of time. I can’t go through every bridge one by one and I
really don’t have a favorite. They are all special in their own way. Do you know why they built covered
bridges? It was to protect them and make them last. Now think about this, the old bridges are over hundred
years old with some of them closing in on one hundred and fifty. Many have had an overhaul, not because
they are falling down but to help them carry the loads of our modern times. When these were built, they never
imagined the size and weight of the vehicles that would be using them now when they were building them so
many years ago.
I could go on forever about these bridges; they all have stories. The bridge on Root road was the bridge
that was built to cross the river on Graham road. During a flood in the early 1900’s the bridge on Graham
road was washed down river to Root road. The locals picked up all the pieces and assemble the bridge on Root
road and they were all set. The group on Graham road were not so lucky and had to build a new one. I bet the
group from Root road helped the locals on Graham road as that was the way things worked back then.
Therefore, when you come to a covered bridge pause, look at it, read the history, listen to it tell you a story.
Think about this when you cross one, with all our modern construction materials and equipment, we still can’t
build a bridge that will last a hundred years.
After two days of checking out and looking over the eighteen covered bridges of Ashtabula county Ohio,
we were headed home. The motor on my motorcycle was making its usual humming noise and the tires were
quietly rolling over the asphalt, and I was thinking what a wonderful trip we had that would be soon ending. I
really do love covered bridges and try to stop at everyone I see. Come join us on our next ride and open your
senses. Your eyes will never tell you the whole story. The ride is fun and the means to get to the story left in
your memories.

Roger J. Connelly
Ride Co-ordinator for Chapter NY-U

P.M.S.
As anyone in a long-term relationship knows, “dealing” with
PMS is not a pleasant thing. First you have to deal with the mood
changes. Joy on a bright sunny day and cranky, with a bitchy
attitude when it’s dark and gloomy. I have even known some to be
so overcome with emotion that it seems tears flow at the drop of the
hat. Sometimes this condition seems like it will last forever with no
relief. I too know the pain of P.M.S. Parked Motorcycle Syndrome.
Here it is, the end of April and there is still snow on the ground and
the rain clouds are building and the Wing is still on the battery
tender with the cover over it. Please excuse me while I wipe a tear
from my eye. Now I ask, how will those of us who suffer handle the
relief when it comes? Some may jump at the opportunity to ride on that first perfect day
casting caution to the wind but, I say hold on. Have you checked the air pressure in the tires,
have you done a proper T-CLOCK? There are no excuses, you all know better. Have you
carefully picked out a familiar road to travel? One that is free of 12-inch-deep potholes. Have
you dressed properly for the weather, it gets cold as the sun sets. And as we enter into the
month of May we can only hope that all the warm sunny days will bring on a temporary cure
for our P.M.S. (Parked Motorcycle Syndrome). I only say temporary because right around
November it will set in again and for the next six months I will be very difficult to live with.
At that point in time, please say a prayer for Nancy. She is the one who will have to put up
with that miserable grump.
All the Gear All the Time
Your New York District Educators: Cliff and Nancy Schaal
cliffschaal@hotmail.com

716-397-9212

All the Gear All the Time: Cliff and Nancy
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Couple of the Year
It was the early eighties and I was working at a camera store. Yes,
there were camera stores back then! We offered processing by Kodak.
Remember Eastman Kodak Company? They were the best when it
came to film developing and printing. What is film you ask? Google
it! Anyway, my associate at the store at this time, Steve, had just
been dumped by his girlfriend. He was, to say the least, bummed out. After some conversation, for
some reason he said to me. I dare you…to ask the next girl through the door out on a date. Guess who
walked in and left film off for printing? Yup, you are right. When her pictures came in I asked her
out for lunch. As the saying goes, the rest is history. We had lunch at the pub next door to the camera
store on a Friday the 13th.
Now, let’s talk motorcycles. My first was a Honda 360T. It was a kick start, I think a two cylinder,
and it was a secret kept from my mom for several months. I think I was 18 or 19 years old and
wanted a bike desperately. It was purchased at Hector’s from Brenda Warholic. As I recall it cost
$995. I hid it in a neighbor’s garage for months until I rode it into our driveway one day. You know,
as I look back on those days, I was the rebel of my family. This reminds me of the BB gun I bought
without my parents’ permission when I was ….maybe 13. That’s another story for another day!
The 360 was sold and it was time to move to a bigger ride. Fast forward to 1980 and there it was at
Hector’s. A ‘79, 750 LTD sitting right there in front of me. I recall it was fall and it had not sold so I
tried it and loved it. And guess what, I put it on lay-away over the winter. The price was greatly
reduced as I recall, like $2,895. So, 1981 I had plans to travel everywhere on this bike. I purchased
Honda saddle bags and windjammer fairing.
So, Brenda and I were married, then the kids came and the bike was put on the back burner and in
my mom’s garage. Until…..2000..something and for my birthday Brenda, along with the help of
several others, including my great friend Roger Connelly, took my 750, which had sat a long time in
my mom’s garage back to Roger’s garage, where Roger and another friend spent many hours
resurrecting it back to working condition. What a rush that day was. So, Brenda and I enjoyed that
ride for a couple of years. And then came the Wing.
2015…. I kept seeing this white Goldwing in Mayville with a for sale sign on it. Too expensive, way too
heavy, looks like a frig. It was three days before we left for the ride out in Lake George that I decided
to give it a try. I remember Roger’s comment; do you want to be talking to each when you get there? I
think that’s what did it. I took the ‘96 Goldwing with 50K miles for a ride and was sold! It was in great
condition for a 20 year old bike. That Lake George trip went great and Brenda and I were speaking to
each other when we arrived. That 1100 mile trip was a wonderful ice breaker for me and that bike.
Didn’t drop it once! Since then we have enjoyed so many trips with the chapter.
Brenda and I are currently assistant directors of Chapter U and have really enjoyed all the folks we
have met over the years and hope it continues. So much more fun riding with others. We look
forward to 2018 as couple of the year and many wonderful rides to come.

We did it again!!
On Sunday morning, April 22, 16 Chapter
members and two prospective members, after
having a very successful Recruitment Day at
Hector’s Honda and I just returning from a
Mission Trip with our church, made our way to
visit Chapter H to enjoy a lovely breakfast and
most of all to capture the plaque. I am so proud
of our Chapter and the support you all gave to get
the plaque. Now that we have it, I encourage
other Chapters to come “get it.” We also
challenged Chapter H to a miniature golf tournament. Dates have not been set but we will
pick a miniature golf course here and they will come down and play and then they will pick a
course up there and we will go there. The losers have to buy ice cream. Stay tune for more
details. It should be great fun.

Chapter of the Year
In case you have not heard, we earned the awesome title of
“Chapter of the Year.” This is something to be very proud of.
It shows that the “Little Chapter that could, can, and does.”
We were presented with this award at the District Meeting.
It was a total surprise that
our Chapter could achieve
this accomplishment.
Thank you to all and
especially Sally who prepared the application. Membership
makes us strong and we are all in this together. I think our
new motto should be we are the Little Chapter on the
MOVE! Go Chapter U!!

Cherry Pineapple Dessert
1 - 14 oz. sweetened condensed milk
1 - 20 oz. cherry pie filling
1 - 16 oz. crushed pineapple, drained
1 - 8oz. tub Cool Whip
1 cup mini marshmallows
Mix all together & fill 9x13 pan. Refrigerate. Cut in Squares. Yum!

Top 5 Largest BIG Cats
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Tiger
Lion
Jaguar
Cougar
Snow Leopard

926 lbs.
595 lbs.
309 lbs.
265 lbs.
161 lbs.

What Year Is It?

~ The hit TV series Beverly Hills 90210 premieres.
~ Microsoft releases MS-Dos 5.0.

~ Patrick Swayze is named the “Sexiest Man Alive” by People magazine.
~ Popular films include Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, The Silence of the Lambs,
Thelma & Louise.
~ A gallon of gas costs about $1.12.

Answer page 10

Quotes to Live By
~ “We generate fears while we sit.
We overcome them by action.
Fear is nature’s way of warning us to get busy.” - Dr. Henry Link
~ “You must either modify your dreams or magnify your skills.”
~ “One finds limits by pushing them.”

- Herbert Simon

~ “You are not your resume; you are your work.”
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- Seth Godin

- Jim Rohn

Ohhh, the Things Your Nose Knows
Our sense of smell is one of the most powerful senses we
possess. Even the faintest whiff of something familiar can
cause a nostalgic flashback and can bring about feelings
or cause physical reactions.
The sense of smell is so powerful because there is a link in our brains between
memory and smell. Smells can not only trigger emotions and memories (good
and bad), but they can also affect our mood and behavior.
In addition to evoking nostalgia and influencing our mood, certain smells can
also activate your brain’s hypothalamus in various ways to improve relaxation,
lower stress, increase concentrations, relieve pain, and much more.
Here are some amazing, fun facts about our sense of smell:
~ Our ability to smell reaches a plateau around the age of eight and declines
as we age.
~ A woman’s sense of smell is much stronger than a man’s.
~ Our ability to smell shuts down while sleeping. This is why fire alarms are so
important. You can’t rely on your sense of smell to awaken you during a fire.
~ Our sense of smell is more sensitive during the spring & summer due to the
additional moisture in the air. Our sense of smell is also stronger after exercise,
which increases the moisture in the nasal passage.
~ Our sense of smell greatly enhances the flavor of food. For example, without
smell, it would be difficult to tell onion & potato apart.
~ People who cannot smell have a condition called anosmia.

Dash-For
Cash
15
points
Answer: 1991

Please have articles
for newsletters in
by the
20th of the month
Thanks Maleia
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"

I wanted a day of sentiment,
not profit."
Anna Jarvis
Everyone has a mother, so it isn't surprising that
throughout the world there are ways of honoring and
celebrating mothers. Mother's Day is a time to think
about the legacies – personal and societal – mothers and grandmothers pass on.
Historically, mothers have had a key role in building and maintaining connections across
generations. Even today, they are most often the "kinkeepers" in families and take the lead in
passing down family stories, life lessons, and traditions. Honoring this role of mothers is part of the
story behind Mother's Day – but not all of it.
Many people may believe Mother's Day was developed as a commercial holiday by Hallmark or some
other company to sell cards, candy, and flowers. Or, they may believe it's a day solely to celebrate the
domestic role of women in the home and family. Neither of these perceptions is accurate. Our
consumerist market may have fueled the commercialism around the holiday, and the role of mothers
in families is indeed important, but Mother's Day is not only about honoring a woman's devotion to
her own family. The history of the day has its roots in honoring the broader networks, social ties, and
political concerns of women. The day is about women's commitment to the past, present, and future
at both the personal and political levels. It honors women who have acted not only on behalf of their
own children but also on behalf of an entire future generation.
Early Beginnings
Mother's Day isn't a new holiday. The earliest Mother's Day celebrations can be traced back to the
spring celebrations of ancient Greece in honor of Rhea, the mother of the gods. People would make
offerings of honey-cakes, fine drinks, and flowers at dawn.
The Romans also had a mother of all gods, Magna Mater, or Great Mother. A temple was built in
Rome for her. In March of each year, there was a celebration in her honor called the Festival of
Hilaria. Gifts were brought to the temple to please the powerful mother-goddess.
During the 1600s, England celebrated "Mothering Sunday" on the fourth Sunday of Lent (the 40
days leading up to Easter) as a way to honor the mothers of England. Many of England's poor lived
and worked as servants for the wealthy, far away from their homes and families. On Mothering
Sunday, servants were given the day off to return home and spend the day with their mothers. A
special cake, called the "mothering cake," was often baked to add to the festivities.
Mother's Day in the United States is annually held on the second Sunday of May. It celebrates
motherhood and it is a time to appreciate mothers and mother figures. Many people give gifts, cards,
flowers, candy, a meal in a restaurant or other treats to their mother and mother figures, including
grandmothers.
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Dinner Ride
Dutch Village
Meet 6:00
Kwik-Fill
Rt. 60

Tech Day &
Meeting
10:00 am
Les & Cindy
Woodins

Dinner Ride
McManus Kwik-Fill
Rt. 60
Donna
Berg

Dinner Ride
Jaquith Kwik-Fill Rt.
60 - 6:15
Deb
Cornell
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Valerie Card
Yvonne
Spoon

Everet &
Valerie Card

Les Woodin

Dick &
Brenda
Wilson

Dennis &
Diana
Vanderlee

Dinner Ride
Debbie &
Hector Perez

Joe
Gaworecki

Dave Nelson

Diana
Vanderlee

Roger &
Arlene
Connelly

Dinner Ride
Scott &
Sheila Lord

Bill & Alex
Gage

Ride for a Reason
GWRRA Chapter U
WHAT: Dice Run to benefit Royal Family Kids Camp
WHEN: June 9th – 9:30 a.m. registration – coffee and donuts
will be provided
first bike out at 11 a.m. -- back around 3 p.m.
light lunch will be provided

WHERE: Run begins and ends at Gerry Rodeo Grounds
Rt. 60 Gerry NY
COST: $15 Drivers, $10 Riders
Approximately 80 miles with 3 - 5 check point stops
Come ride the beautiful scenic countryside of Chautauqua County
and help support one-week of summer camp experience for abused,
abandoned, and neglected kids
Please respond to: Arlene Connelly -- 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
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Americade Friday Night Get-together
Chapter L will again be hosting the Americade Friday night get-together June 8th, 2018
at Sweet Basil Restaurant with all Chapters invited.
Location:

Time:

Sweet Basil Restaurant
On Rt 9 South of the Great Escape Theme Park (same side of the road)

4:30PM

As in the past there will be a very short meeting to exchange information and then everyone
will be on their way to the closing ceremony in Lake George or wherever they wish to go for
the night.
Chapter L needs to let the restaurant know how many will be attending in order to allow
Sweet Basil the opportunity to have adequate staff available to handle the event. So...
Please call 845-532-2727 (Phil), or 518-339-1538 (Kim Haines)
Or email: coonsie2@gmail.com to make reservations for the dinner.
Either of the numbers will accept voice mail if you don't get an answer. Reservations can be
accepted up until noon on Friday June 8th, 2018.
Past years' events have been a huge success and great dinner with so many friends. We look
forward to seeing everyone again this year as well as some new friends and family.

