GWRRA
NE Region
Chapter NY-U
April 2018 Newsletter

Next Meeting

April 8, 2018

District Directors
BELLE-VIEW EAST
Restaurant

Ted and Janice Zamorski
gwrra.ny.director@gmail.com
315-733-4202

Upcoming Chapter Events

April 8
April 21
April 28
May 5
June 9
July 28 & 29
August 4
September 5-9

Meeting
Membership Recruitment -Hector’s
Road Captain’s Class - Bemus Point UMC
Tech Day/Meeting - Les & Cindy Woodin’s
Dice run - Ride for A Reason - Royal Family Kid’s Camp
Guy’s Hog Ride
Picnic/Meeting - Cliff & Nancy Schaal
Thousand Island Trip
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2:00 Dinner 3:00 Meeting
11:00 am to 2:00 pm
9 am
10 am - 1:00 pm Meeting
9:30 am Registration
Contact Cliff
2:00 pm
Contact Roger

The Little
Chapter

U

U
U U

That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Brenda & Mark Peterson
mrp437@windstream.net
Treasurer/Dash-for-Cash Co-ordinator - Nancy Schaal
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Co-ordinator - Roger Connelly

716-499-6765

Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Co-ordinator - Sally Jaquith
Couple of the Year - Mark & Brenda Peterson
National, Region, and District leadership can be contacted at the following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
Region - www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/node/41
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
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First Rule of the Road

ARRIVE
ALIVE!

All the Gear - All the Time

Wing Ding 40
August 28 - September 1,2018
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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Happy Easter! Spring is in the air!! I hear our Gold Wing saying it’s that time of year to let
me out to enjoy the new season of riding. This riding season promises to be fun packed
starting with the Recruitment Day at Hector’s Honda Dealership on April 21. Please plan on
giving us a helping hand beginning at 11 a.m. I will be returning from a Mission Trip to North
Carolina with our church so I really need people to step up to assist. We will be serving hot
dogs and pop to anyone who would like one along with a membership packet. It should be
lots of fun. Next, on April 28th, Cliff has planned a Road Captain’s Class beginning at 9 a.m.
at the Bemus Point United Methodist Church. We need anyone who will be leading or wants
to lead a ride to take this important class. Please come and refresh your knowledge. Even
though you think you know all about riding, you can never know too much. Practice makes
perfect. That will round out April.
May starts out with the Ride-in at West Point. We went last year and it was great fun although
the weather was not the best. Roger and I cannot go this year but we would be willing to help
give directions to anyone who would like to go.
Our Tech Day will be at Les and Cindy’s May 5th , 10 o’clock for bike work with lunch at Noon
followed by the monthly meeting. We hope to have a demonstration on how a co-rider should
react if something should happen to the driver. We had a lesson on this at the last co-rider
class that we attended and it was very beneficial. We pray that this never happens but one
needs to be prepared.
Finally, don’t forget about our Dice Run – Ride for a Reason -- for Royal Family Kids Camp on
June 9th. Please remember that we are asking every member to donate five (5) lottery tickets
and get them to Nancy. Kathy will be seeking you out for your “basket” also. We will need
people to man the check points, cook hot dogs, and make macaroni and potato salads. This
year we will be leaving and returning to the Gerry Rodeo Grounds with registration beginning
at 9:30 a.m. It should be great fun.
Remember our Mission Statement follows:
G = Going
W = Where
R = Roads
R = Reveal
A = Adventure
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And our goals are:
1. Visit all NYS Chapters
2. Recruit five new members a year
3. As a group, ride a minimum of 5,000 miles in a riding season.
What do you think? I’m sure we can accomplish these goals and more.
Again, Spring is in the air and it’s time to “ride like the wind” but always remember all the
gear all the time and ride safe!!
Arlene Connelly

Did you know?
~ The Pentagon has no marble because it was built during WWII, and Italy, the source
of marble, was an enemy country.
~ While children of identical twins are legally first cousins, genetically they are actually
half-siblings.
~ A librocubicularist is someone who reads in bed.
~ If you Google “askew,” the screen’s content will tilt slightly to the right. (For real!)

Terrific Trivia
~ What famous toy’s name means “play well”?
~ How many Tootsie Rolls are created at
the Tootsie Roll factory every day?
~ What is Scooby Doo’s real name?
Answers on Page 7
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From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
Hello, it has been a long time since I have sat down and wrote an article for the newsletter. My wife has
been covering for me and she has done a good job. The time has come for me to get back to writing and so
bear with me as I try to find literary talents and remember where I left off.
This morning I was sitting at the breakfast table watching an icicle in the sun with slow drips of water
forming on the lowest most end of it. As I watch the drip slowly form, it looks like the drip is trying to get as
big as it can until it grows so large it can no longer hang onto the icicle. From there it free falls to a puddle
below where it slams into all of its predecessors and then prepares to be landed on by its followers. I watch
this knowing that this will go on until the total icicle will be gone. As this process goes on I think the sun is
breaking the strong hold winter has had on us. Are we really heading into the riding motorcycle season? As
time passes, the progression keeps speeding up and it becomes evident that the icicle is losing the battle
between cold and heat. So, as I finish my cheerios my mind is starting to say it is motorcycle season. Time to
push out the doldrum thoughts of winter and start warming up the adventurous thoughts of riding a
motorcycle.
Close your eyes for a second and just let your mind think what it wants to. Ask your mind what it thinks
about motorcycle riding. Ask it what it likes the best about riding. Go ahead, do it now, I’ll
wait……………………………………………… There now, wasn’t that nice? Did you feel the warm sunbeams caressing
your face; hear the soft humming of the engine below your seat? How about the feeling of anticipation in your
mind as to what you will see as you ascend the mountain or round the bend? Did you feel all of that, great. If
you didn’t, then you are still stuck in winter mode so try again, we will
wait…………………………………………………………………………….. OK did you feel it this time, if not you need to
practice more. Motorcycle riding is not just an act, something our body does. It is a complete state of being,
not just a state of body, or a state of mind. It is the combination of the two in perfect unison. This is
motorcycle riding.
Why did you buy a motorcycle? Oh, you are going to save a lot of money on gas and upkeep. That may
be true if you bought a little scooter or a 250 to commute back and forth to work on. Stop, you are riding a full
size cruiser, this thing gets 45 mpg and your car gets 30. You work less than 250 days a year and a third of
them are in the winter. You are down to 180 commutes a year and if you drive 100 miles round trip to work,
that’s 18,000 miles. Riding the motorcycle has saved you 200 gallons or about $550. The insurance bill was
$300 and I am not even going to talk about tires. Why do we think we need to justify why we ride
motorcycles? If anybody asks me, I give them a simple answer, its fun.
Let’s be honest, the reason you bought a motorcycle was you saw some guy on a motorcycle pass you
while you were driving your four door sedan home from work with the windows up. The AC pumping out cool
air smelling of the old French fries that are stuck in the back seats and baked in the sun all day while you were
working. As this person started to disappear on the horizon, you thought, “I could be him”. You remember he
looked like he didn’t have a care in the world and was enjoying the ride. Now you think, who is he to be
enjoying the ride home while I’m stuck in my sedan driving in the same rut I have driven in for the past
twenty years? I’m getting a motorcycle, and that’s it.
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Yes yes I hear you, you bought a motorcycle. Good for you. Now I want to know if you learned how to
ride it. Sure, you took classes to learn how to ride and you practiced for hours until you can sweep in and out
of cones like a ballet dance in Swan Lake. Start from a dead stop and shift through the gears as smooth as silk
gown lays on a twenty year old body, and come to a stop with the grace of a butterfly landing on a Lily flower.
You still haven’t learned how to ride the motorcycle.
There are two complete drivers in all of us, one that drives cars and one rides motorcycles. Do not try to
blend them. A car is something you get into and it rides you around where you control it to go. If you want to
go right, you turn the wheel to the right. It is all very clunky. The motorcycle on the other hand is something
you mount it and become one with it and together you go for an adventure. Every ride is like this for me even
if I’m going to the store for bread. The openness of the motorcycle makes you much more aware of your
surroundings if for no other reason than your butt is out there instead of in a seat with metal all around you.
When is the last time you looked where you wanted to go around a corner and the car just went there?
If your motorcycle sits in the garage because it is not giving you the spark you thought it would, get it out and
quit driving it. Like the guy who passed you on the highway that day, I am sure he has missed a shift or two,
but he don’t care. He is riding a motorcycle. Make this the year you learn how to ride a motorcycle.

Roger J. Connelly
Ride Co-ordinator for Chapter NY-U

Ben’s Thought for
Today –
Do NOT squander time, for that is
the stuff life is made of.

Dash-For
Cash
15
points
Answers: 1)Lego; 2) 64 million; 3) Scoobert Doo

Please have articles
for newsletters in
by the
20th of the month
Thanks Maleia
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Knocking Off the Rust
Spring is rapidly approaching and now is the time to start knocking
off the rust. As GWRRA riders I think that we can all state “It’s been a
long cold crappy winter that just won’t give up”. So, what is the rust I’m
talking about. First let’s address the Scooter sitting in storage. What will
it take to get it ready for the riding season. My suggestion is start with a
good wash and wax. This will get you up close to inspect in great detail
the condition of your bike. It wouldn’t hurt to have a T-CLOCK with you
just so you don’t miss anything. Next, depending on your mechanical
skills you should check your oil, fresh oil in the spring is never a bad idea,
Tires, how old are they? Is there no tread, cracks from dry rot? If you
have to spend a couple of hundred dollars to avoid bad things happening,
I say you are worth it. Brakes, how much pad do you have? Do the
controls feel spongy. THIS IS IMPORTANT!!!!! What does your brake fluid look like? Is it clear in
the revivor window or is it brown and cloudy? Old fluid can cause calipers to hang up or not
function at all. When in doubt flush it out. Note: This a job for professionals, spend the bucks and
have it done right.
Now, how about your riding gear. Let’s face it, that old Bell helmet you bought back in 1974 is
probably no good. Standard rule of thumb is to get a new helmet every five year. Why? Because the
foam interior breaks down over time and that is what absorbs the impact when bad things happen.
Maybe a new Air mesh jacket with body armor in it and some new gloves. This also applies to our
better half and besides she would rather shop for clothing than look at brake fluid and there is
nothing wrong with “Looking Good” as you head out on the road.
Last but not least let’s address the rust that has encroached on you over the winter. Let’s face
it we were all better riders last fall than we are going to be in the spring. So, let’s take a little steal
wool and Coke (shows you how old I am) and apply to those problem areas. Your first ride of the
season should be done solo. Odds are the better half will state that 40 degrees is too cold anyways.
This will give you time to polish your skills at your own pace without any pressure. Next, get
together with some Chapter members and do a Parking Lot Practice. This can be done real easily.
First go to GWRRA.org, click on officer’s rider education, type in PLP in the search and there you
have it. An entertaining way to spend an afternoon knocking off the rust. “Did I hear someone say
Ice Cream.” The perfect way to end a perfect day.
Your District Educators: Cliff and Nancy Schaal
cliffschaal@hotmail.com

716-397-9212

All the Gear All the Time: Cliff and Nancy
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Well Past Work Hours
Workplace wellness is not confined to the location where you
earn your paycheck or the hours that you spend making a
living. We need to remember that our mental, physical, and
spiritual health can be fed, nurtured, or completely neglected
outside of paid hours.
Physical Activity
Studies have shown that people who get enough exercise have
better mental cognition, adapt to stress better, and are simply
happier. Not into hardcore exercise? Taking a 30-minute walk
every other day still has more health benefits than being sedentary.
Mental Activity
Dealing with stressful situations at work or home can take a toll, making you less effective at
your job and other important things like parenting. Try a repetitive activity like knitting,
gardening, painting, or any activity that includes a constant motion.
Spiritual Activity
Whether you are part of a religious congregation or part of a group of like-minded individuals,
being part of a community is important. Without other people who support and challenge
you, it would be difficult to connect with customers or co-workers. Connecting with others
gives us empathy and that, in turn, helps us figure out our own needs and the needs of others.

Hot Cheese Dip
8 oz. (2 cups) shredded mozzarella cheese
8 oz. (2 cups) shredded sharp cheddar cheese
2 cups ayonnaise
1 medium onion, minced
1 can (4 oz.) chopped green chilies, dained
½ cup sliced ripe olives
1-1/2 oz. sliced pepperoni
(turkey pepperoni is less greasy)
In a shallow baking dish or pie plate, combine all ingredients except pepperoni &
olives.
Top mixture with pepperoni & olives. Bake at 325 degrees about 25 minutes or until
bubbly.
Serve with rye chips, crackers of choice or assorted fresh vegetables.
Yield: 36 appetizer servings.
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Roger
Connelly
Brenda
Peterson

Meeting

2:00 - Lunch
3:00 Meeting

Recruitement
Day 11:00 am
Hectors
Mike
Bonner

Kathy
Eidens
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Road
Captains
Class
9:00 am
Bemus Point
UMC

Dinner Ride
Dutch Village
Meet 6:15
Kwik-Fill
Rt. 60

Tech Day &
Meeting
10:00 am
Les & Cindy
Woodins

Dinner Ride
McManus Kwik-Fill Rt.
60 - 6:15
Donna
Berg

Dinner Ride
Jaquith Kwik-Fill Rt.
60 - 6:15
Deb
Cornell
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Chapter NY - K Long Island
Kindly Requests Your
Presence at
The 2018 New York
District Ride - In
Held on and around West Point
United States Military Academy
May 4th & 5th, 2018
If you missed this event
last year, you missed a
great time, so hurry because you do not want
to miss it again.

A special gift will be
presented to every chapter that has 10 or more
people registered!

Accommodations
Holiday Inn Express
Chester, NY (845) 469-3000
Conveniently located right off exit 126 on Route 17
Must mention GWRRA when you book your room.
Rooms will be $129 a night plus tax and must be booked
by April 14th. The block will end after the 14th.
Campsites may also be available right at the West
Point campground if you contact me in advance.
Richard Bullis (631) 457-0562
myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com

Register before April 15,
2018 and get a chance to
have your full registration cost refunded

Friday 8:00 PM
Meet and Greet
Holiday Inn Express
Chester, NY

Requests your participation at the best Ride-In ever!
When: May 4th & 5th, 2018

$37.00 Per person Pre registration
$42.00 if you register after April 15, 2018
Includes Friday evening meet and greet and a full day of FUN on Saturday
Saturday FUN will include-AM and PM rides, Delicious fully catered buffet lunch with ribs, chicken
and pulled pork along with cornbread baked beans, corn, coleslaw and salad. Wait I forgot brownies
and ice cream for dessert. There will also be lots of raffles and a door prize!

Where: Round Pond at West Point

Host Hotel: Holiday Inn Express in Chester, NY
Room reservations are available for $129.00 + tax per night. You will need to call (845) 469-3000
and make your own reservations for this great event. You must mention GWRRA to get the blocked
rate. Our special rates will only be available until April 14th. West Point campsites may be available.

For Ride-In and Camping information contact Richard Bullis
(631) 457-0562 Email myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com
Registration Information:
Rider Name:________________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________
Co-Rider Name:_____________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________

Street Address:________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _________________
Phone Number:_________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Region:_______________ District: ______________ Chapter: __________

Would you be interested in taking a tour of West Point as part of an afternoon ride Yes ___ No ___
Number of Participants: _____ x $37.00 / $42.00 = $________________
After 4/15

Make checks payable to: GWRRA Chapter NY-K
Mail to:
Ride-In 2017 c/o Jaime Alston
114-62 210th St.
Jamaica, NY 11411

Liability Release: I/we have read and understand this application. I/we hereby agree
to conform and comply with the ideals governing this event and agree to hold harmless
GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, and and property owners for any loss or injury
to self or property in which I/we may become involved by reason of participation in
this event. I/we agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we knowingly
damage.
Chapter K will not release your information to any other party. Your email is required
to receive a confirmation message: Pre registration end April 15, 2018

Riders signature _____________________________________ Date ______________
Co-Riders signature __________________________________ Date ______________

Ride for a Reason
GWRRA Chapter U
WHAT: Dice Run to benefit Royal Family Kids Camp
WHEN: June 9th – 9:30 a.m. registration – coffee and donuts
will be provided
first bike out at 11 a.m. -- back around 3 p.m.
light lunch will be provided

WHERE: Run begins and ends at Gerry Rodeo Grounds
Rt. 60 Gerry NY
COST: $15 Drivers, $10 Riders
Approximately 80 miles with 3 - 5 check point stops
Come ride the beautiful scenic countryside of Chautauqua County
and help support one-week of summer camp experience for abused,
abandoned, and neglected kids
Please respond to: Arlene Connelly -- 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
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Americade Friday Night Get-together
Chapter L will again be hosting the Americade Friday night get-together June 8th, 2018
at Sweet Basil Restaurant with all Chapters invited.
Location:

Time:

Sweet Basil Restaurant
On Rt 9 South of the Great Escape Theme Park (same side of the road)

4:30PM

As in the past there will be a very short meeting to exchange information and then everyone
will be on their way to the closing ceremony in Lake George or wherever they wish to go for
the night.
Chapter L needs to let the restaurant know how many will be attending in order to allow
Sweet Basil the opportunity to have adequate staff available to handle the event. So...
Please call 845-532-2727 (Phil), or 518-339-1538 (Kim Haines)
Or email: coonsie2@gmail.com to make reservations for the dinner.
Either of the numbers will accept voice mail if you don't get an answer. Reservations can be
accepted up until noon on Friday June 8th, 2018.
Past years' events have been a huge success and great dinner with so many friends. We look
forward to seeing everyone again this year as well as some new friends and family.

