GWRRA
NE Region
Chapter NY-U
March 2018 Newsletter

Next Meeting

April 8, 2018

District Directors
BELLE-VIEW EAST
Restaurant

Shawn and Dawn Hayes
gwrra.ny.director@gmail.com
(716) 560-6571

Upcoming Chapter Events

March 11
April 8
April 21
April 28
May 5
August 4
September 5-9

Bowling Frewsburg Lanes
Meeting
Membership Recruitment -Hector’s
Parking Lot Practice - Chautauqua Lake Central School
Tech Day/Meeting - Les & Cindy Woodin’s
Picnic/Meeting - Cliff & Nancy Schall’s
Thousand Island Trip
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2:00 pm
2:00 Dinner 3:00 Meeting
11:00 am to 2:00 pm
9 am - trikes 11 am 2 Wheels
10 am - 1:00 pm Meeting
2:00 pm
Contact Roger

The Little
Chapter

U

U
U U

That Does!!!

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Brenda & Mark Peterson
mrp437@windstream.net
Treasurer/Dash-for-Cash Co-ordinator - Nancy Schaal
District Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Co-ordinator - Roger Connelly

716-499-6765

Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters Stinky4048@outlook.com
Sunshine - Debbie Perez
Chapter of the Year Co-ordinator - Sally Jaquith
Couple of the Year - Mark & Brenda Peterson
National, Region, and District leadership can be contacted at the following websites:
National - www.gwrra.org/nationalofficers.html
Region - www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/node/41
District - www.gwrra-ny.org/officers.htm
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First Rule of the Road

ARRIVE
ALIVE!

All the Gear - All the Time

Wing Ding 40
August 28 - September 1,2018

Chapter U Director’s Corner
Another month closer to the riding season. As I am writing this, the sun is shining but it is
still cool and the backyard is still covered with that white stuff. However, the pavement in the
driveway is bare. If cabin fever is getting you down, get outside and take a walk. The fresh air
will do you good. I have been cross-country skiing almost every day. That’s what retirement
does for you.
Plans are starting to come together for the benefit Dice Run for Royal Family Kids Camp. We
were able to secure the Gerry Rodeo Grounds for the beginning and ending of the ride. For
you who are new members, this is where we held our Ride-In a few years back. Roger and
Cliff will be planning the ride. We may need people to volunteer to lead or tail a ride
depending on the number of bikes. The date is June 9th so mark your calendars. Registration
will begin around 9:30 a.m. First bikes will be leaving around 11 a.m. and returning around 3
p.m. The ride will be approximately 80 miles with approximately three to five stops.
Here are some dates to put on your calendar:
March 24 – District Annual Meeting – Chittenango
April 21 - “Recruitment Day” at Hector’s from 11 – 2 p.m.
April 28 – Parking Lot Practice – Chautauqua Lake Central School
May 5 – Tech Day at Les and Cindy’s home – The Chapter will provide hot dogs and beverage
and everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass.
It is looking like we will have a full plate of events this spring and early summer.
With Spring right around the corner, now is the time to start thinking about getting the
mothballs off your bike and start getting it ready for the first ride. It is very important to
check everything on your bike before taking it out for the first time. Remember to start with
the T-CLOCS.
T = Tires
C = Controls
L = Lights
O = Oil
C = Chassis
S = Side stand
Think Spring.
Arlene Connelly
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From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator

Team Riding Guide Review
With the beginning of riding season upon us shortly, I thought it would be good to review the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Start with a full tank of gas and an empty bladder
Know who your road Captain is
Know how to use your CB and channel and backup channel
Ride in a staggered formation
Know where the ride is going, route, hazards
Pace the ride
Anticipated miles of ride
Planned stops and meals
New rider placement
Medical concerns
Quick review of basic hand signals
Emergency number exchange

Crash Scene Respond Plan – Who is
1.
2.
3.
4.

Scene Coordinator
Traffic control
First Responders with First Aid Kits
Communication

Remember – is the scene safe! Be sure to ask if there are any questions
I will review all of these before our first ride of the season.
Roger
Roger J. Connelly
Ride Co-ordinator for Chapter NY-U
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What’s the Big Deal?
As I have been stumbling along working on learning my role as District
Educator I have noticed a pattern at the Chapter level. Members are scared
of change. Here is the most common response to the question “would you
like to become our Chapter Ride Coordinator?”. “If nominated, I will not run,
if elected, I will not serve.” So, I ask you “what’s the big deal?” All this
involves is being current in the levels program, current in MED/FA, signing a
memorandum of understanding, filling out a knowledge test, (more like a
questionnaire), and becoming a certified Road Capt. If you have been
involved in GWRRA for any length of time you already have completed most
of the criteria. And guess what, there are people to help you learn the job. Just because you are the
coordinator doesn’t mean you have to lead every ride. What we are hoping for is that you will set the
example for the way we as GWRRA members coordinate, communicate, and ride in a safe fashion. To
extend the hand of friendship to other bikers, I would hope that all GWRRA members do this. And
communicate with the District, Shawn and Dawn, Nancy and myself and let us know what is going on in
your Chapter or what we can do for your Chapter. I believe that President Roosevelt said it best “We
have nothing to fear except fear itself.” So how about it, who is ready to step up, it really isn’t that
scary and I ask again “what’s the big deal?”
Your District Educators: Cliff and Nancy Schaal
cliffschaal@hotmail.com

716-397-9212

All the Gear All the Time: Cliff and Nancy

Dash-For
Cash

Please have articles
for newsletters in
by the
20th of the month

7
points

Thanks Maleia
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THINK
Thomas Watson, who founded IBM in 1924, placed on the wall behind
his desk a single framed word: THINK. It became the corporate motto
of one of the most influential companies of the century.
Think. The handiest source of new ideas is your mind, if for no other
reason than that you are always carrying it around with you. You have a
mind. The next step is to open it and keep it open. What you want is to
be open to change. What you want is to embrace change. Think.
Change. Never be without either.

The Year?
~ The Super Nintendo is released in the US.
~ The airbag is invented to increase safety in
vehicles.
~ Kentucky Fried Chicken officially changes
its name to KFC.
~ The Minnesota Twins win the World Series against the
Atlanta Braves.
Answer: Page 8
~ Boris Yeltsin is elected the president of Russia.

Quotes worth Noting
~ "Even if you are on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there."

~ Will Rogers

~ "Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and character. But if you must be without one, be without
the strategy."
~ Norman Schwarzkopf
~ "Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth
doing."
~ Theodore Roosevelt
~ "The trick is in what one emphasizes. We either make ourselves miserable, or we make ourselves strong.
The amount of work is the same."
~ Carlos Castaneda
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Co-Rider Tips – by Pam Pearson July 2010
I took my first motorcycle ride as a co-rider in 1979 on a
wing purchased from Sally & Will Williams (former CD’s of
Chapter D). Twenty-five years passed before I rode again. A lot
has changed since then – motorcycles/technology, riding gear
and me - realizing how much a co-rider is also instrumental for
safe travels. Some things are common sense and others I’ve
gained from gentle reminders from my rider that my conduct
isn’t conducive to safety. That being said I’ll share what I’ve
learned in my traveling adventures with Rick (along with training
as a GWRRA member):
Don’t move or act too quickly without the rider knowing you
are doing so. i.e. Mounting/dismounting the bike, readjusting your position, waving to a girlfriend alongside
the road, looking back at something interesting you’ve just passed. If you see broken roads, road
obstructions or steel bridges remain still. Both riders and co-riders should try to cover, move the
microphone or at least warn the other party prior to a sneeze, cough or B-U-R-P!

Talking to your rider/other riders & co-riders:
Keep talk to a minimum when in congested areas, maneuvering, etc. unless critical to safety.
Do not yell to a friend (or an inconsiderate rider on more than 2 wheels) you see along the roadside –
unless you move or turn off your microphone.
If you see the rider is busy or not picking up on a safety concerns use your push to talk button to inform
other bikes.
Learn to read the rider. A rider could be fatigued (or even upset) before they realize it. Even if they say
they are ok suggest a rest – or say you need a bathroom stop – whatever it takes!

Riders appreciate:
Your extra set of eyes.
Co-riders being their “bling” on the bike more than chrome, lights or any other “purchased accessory”!!!
Shoulder , backrubs /scratches and hugs, and “whispers” between each other when the times are
appropriate.
Encouragement - like when you have encountered the second nail in your rear tire on another far away
trip.
Praise when they drive responsibly and safe.
Hand motions to those following you on bikes of road hazards. This doesn’t include the universal finger
sign to non bikers that are not courteous to us.
You keeping your mic turned on (even if you are upset with the rider)!
Your help in cleaning the bike.
Seeing the pictures you take that they may have missed.
Your respect for them and the bike.
Gifts for the bike. (i.e. Chrome World, Wingstuff, Honda Direct Line, etc)
When you’re single… “Ex” In-Laws introducing you to Co-riders – Rick (and Pam) say thank you Sally
and Will!
(continued on next page)
The Year: 1991
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Now to the most critical part of being a co-rider……
If a Rider becomes incapacitated
- Taken from Wing World Magazine and GWRRA Rider Ed Training.
We recently practiced these steps during our “Bi-Tech day” (Chapters T&D). Thank you to Rick Reardon
and John VanDeusen for conducting this very important co-rider scenario. Even the seasoned co-riders
were surprised at what they learned when they “acted” this out using a wing while on its center stand.

Three basic steps for a co-rider to remember:
1. Determine the Situation:
Can the rider lead you to safety? If so have them pull over to a safe place to stop. If not then:
2. Get/Gain Control of the Motorcycle:
Lean forward with minimal motion over the rider’s shoulders and grasp both handlebars at the
SAME TIME without turning the throttle keeping your feet planted and bent at your hips. Activate
the kill engine switch; do not try to use the hand brakes;
3. Prepare for a crash:
Look where you want to go; delay the impact as long a possible; stay low; stay on the bike; keep your
arms and legs close to the bike; try to avoid being trapped under the bike. Realize the bike
will tip over once it comes to a complete stop.
Once the bike has stopped and if you are able warn oncoming traffic and assist the rider. i.e. placing
a helmet in the road to warn oncoming traffic of a situation.
From my point of view it’s a privilege, responsibility, fun AND the best seat on the bike being a co-rider!

Congratulations
Mark & Brenda Peterson
Couple of the Year
Chapter U
Roger & Arlene Connelly, Mark & Brenda Peterson,
Dawn & Shawn Hayes

Congratulations
Cliff and Nancy Schaal
District Educators
Roger & Arlene Connelly, Cliff & Nancy Schaal,
Dawn & Shawn Hayes
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How We Found Chapter U (Or did they Find Us?)
by Kathy Eidens
You never know what’s going to happen when you get onto your motorcycle. You expect to go
for a ride to enjoy God’s handiwork.
One Sunday, Harry and I decided it was a beautiful day for a ride. We came home from
church, changed our clothes and then the usual question was asked. “Where do you want to
go?” My usual answer is wherever you want to go, because I just enjoy riding.
We ended up riding to Cassadaga to get a BLT sub from the Superette. We were not hungry
yet, so we took a leisurely ride back to Mayville. We stopped at a picnic table across from Kwik
Fill. We see a couple Gold Wings pull in to fill up and the ladies come walking across the road
to where we were and introduced themselves. The men came over when they were done and
invited us to come and ride with the group. We enjoy riding but have had no destination in
mind. This group has given us a destination.
Thanks to Roger and Arlene Connelly and Mark and Brenda Peterson we have made some
wonderful friends enjoying the Lord’s creations. We have seen some beautiful country and
had some delicious meals on the rides we have joined in.
Thank you for welcoming us into Chapter U. Don’t be afraid to ask others if they want to join
us. You might be surprised.

Broccoli/Cheese Soup
1 cup water
1 chicken bouillon cube
1 package (10 oz.) frozen chopped broccoli
1 medium carrot, grated
2 to 3 Tbls. butter
3 Tbls. flour
2 cups milk
1 lb. processed American cheese, cubed
1 can (10 3/4 oz.) cream of chicken soup, undiluted
1 Tbls. minced onion flakes
1 Tbls. Worcestershire sauce
Pepper to taste
Heat water and bouillon cube to boiling. Add broccoli and carrot; cook 5 minutes or until
tender. Remove from heat; do not drain. In separate saucepan, melt butter; slowly stir in
flour. Gradually add milk; cook until thickened. Stir in cheese, soup, onion, sauce and
pepper. Add broccoli/carrot mixture; heat and serve.
Yield: 10 - 12 servings.
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Marsha
Gaworecki
Maleia
Fetters

Cliﬀ Schaal
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Roger
Connelly
Brenda
Peterson

Mike
Bonner

Kathy
Eidens
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Chapter NY - K Long Island
Kindly Requests Your
Presence at
The 2018 New York
District Ride - In
Held on and around West Point
United States Military Academy
May 4th & 5th, 2018
If you missed this event
last year, you missed a
great time, so hurry because you do not want
to miss it again.

A special gift will be
presented to every chapter that has 10 or more
people registered!

Accommodations
Holiday Inn Express
Chester, NY (845) 469-3000
Conveniently located right off exit 126 on Route 17
Must mention GWRRA when you book your room.
Rooms will be $129 a night plus tax and must be booked
by April 14th. The block will end after the 14th.
Campsites may also be available right at the West
Point campground if you contact me in advance.
Richard Bullis (631) 457-0562
myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com

Register before April 15,
2018 and get a chance to
have your full registration cost refunded

Friday 8:00 PM
Meet and Greet
Holiday Inn Express
Chester, NY

Requests your participation at the best Ride-In ever!
When: May 4th & 5th, 2018

$37.00 Per person Pre registration
$42.00 if you register after April 15, 2018
Includes Friday evening meet and greet and a full day of FUN on Saturday
Saturday FUN will include-AM and PM rides, Delicious fully catered buffet lunch with ribs, chicken
and pulled pork along with cornbread baked beans, corn, coleslaw and salad. Wait I forgot brownies
and ice cream for dessert. There will also be lots of raffles and a door prize!

Where: Round Pond at West Point

Host Hotel: Holiday Inn Express in Chester, NY
Room reservations are available for $129.00 + tax per night. You will need to call (845) 469-3000
and make your own reservations for this great event. You must mention GWRRA to get the blocked
rate. Our special rates will only be available until April 14th. West Point campsites may be available.

For Ride-In and Camping information contact Richard Bullis
(631) 457-0562 Email myvalkyrieinterstate@gmail.com
Registration Information:
Rider Name:________________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________
Co-Rider Name:_____________________________________________ GWRRA No: ______________

Street Address:________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _________________
Phone Number:_________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Region:_______________ District: ______________ Chapter: __________

Would you be interested in taking a tour of West Point as part of an afternoon ride Yes ___ No ___
Number of Participants: _____ x $37.00 / $42.00 = $________________
After 4/15

Make checks payable to: GWRRA Chapter NY-K
Mail to:
Ride-In 2017 c/o Jaime Alston
114-62 210th St.
Jamaica, NY 11411

Liability Release: I/we have read and understand this application. I/we hereby agree
to conform and comply with the ideals governing this event and agree to hold harmless
GWRRA, co-sponsoring organizations, and and property owners for any loss or injury
to self or property in which I/we may become involved by reason of participation in
this event. I/we agree to assume responsibility for any property which I/we knowingly
damage.
Chapter K will not release your information to any other party. Your email is required
to receive a confirmation message: Pre registration end April 15, 2018

Riders signature _____________________________________ Date ______________
Co-Riders signature __________________________________ Date ______________

Ride for a Reason
GWRRA Chapter U
District-wide Event
WHAT: Dice Run to benefit Royal Family Kids Camp
WHEN: June 9th – 9:30 a.m. registration – coffee and donuts
will be provided
first bike out at 11 a.m. -- back around 3 p.m.
light lunch will be provided

WHERE: Run begins and ends at Gerry Rodeo Grounds
Rt. 60 Gerry NY
COST: $15 Drivers, $10 Riders
Approximately 80 miles with 3 - 5 check point stops
Come ride the beautiful scenic countryside of Chautauqua County
and help support one-week of summer camp experience for abused,
abandoned, and neglected kids
Please respond to: Arlene Connelly -- 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
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Americade Friday Night Get-together
Chapter L will again be hosting the Americade Friday night get-together June 8th, 2018
at Sweet Basil Restaurant with all Chapters invited.
Location:

Time:

Sweet Basil Restaurant
On Rt 9 South of the Great Escape Theme Park (same side of the road)

4:30PM

As in the past there will be a very short meeting to exchange information and then everyone
will be on their way to the closing ceremony in Lake George or wherever they wish to go for
the night.
Chapter L needs to let the restaurant know how many will be attending in order to allow
Sweet Basil the opportunity to have adequate staff available to handle the event. So...
Please call 845-532-2727 (Phil), or 518-339-1538 (Kim Haines)
Or email: coonsie2@gmail.com to make reservations for the dinner.
Either of the numbers will accept voice mail if you don't get an answer. Reservations can be
accepted up until noon on Friday June 8th, 2018.
Past years' events have been a huge success and great dinner with so many friends. We look
forward to seeing everyone again this year as well as some new friends and family.

