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Upcoming events
March 11, 2017

Rider Education Course - 10a.m. - 2 pm
Bemus Point United Methodist Church

April 22, 2017

Parking Lot Practice - Time & Place TBD

May 5 & 6, 2017

Ride-In
On & Near West Point US Military Academy

June 6-10 2017

Americade, Lake George, NY

September 21-23, 2017

2017 NY/NJ Bi-State Rally - Cortland, NY
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NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765
theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Brenda & Mark Peterson
mrp437@windstream.net
Treasurer/Dash - for - Cash Co-ordinator - Nancy Schaal
Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com
Member Enhancement - Betty Mac & Maleia Fetters
Ride Co-ordinator - Roger Connelly

716-499-6765

Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters
pmfetters@windstream.net
Sunshine - Betty Mac
Couple of the Year - Les & Cindi Wooodin

GWRRA New York District Team
District Directors
Shawn & Dawn Hayes
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Assistant District Directors
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John & Pam Van Deusen

315-415-3064

District Trainers
Shawn & Dawn Hayes

716-560-6571

District Couple of the Year Co-ordinators
Rich & Ann Bullis

631-404-6909

District Chapter of the Year Co-ordinators
Pete & Marielle St. Amour 518-406-5043

District Facebook Co-ordinators
Shawn & Dawn Hayes

716-560-6571

District Membership Enhancement Co-ordinators
Trish & Jim Thayer
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District Public Relations
Linda Waterman
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District Webmasters
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District Newsletter Editor
Gary Cork
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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Here we are already into the month of February and riding season is just around the
corner. We have lots planned for the coming season. We have had several people step up to
the plate to lead rides for the coming season. Thank you to all that have volunteered and don’t
be surprised if Roger gives you a date and suggests that you lead.
Remember that this is the month to treat your sweeties to something special. Ladies,
maybe a candlelight dinner and a fire in the fireplace, and men roses and jewelry are always
nice! But above all, don’t forget to just say those special words “I love you!”
Please make sure you read the other Chapters’ newsletters. There have been some very
informative articles in them. Cliff is also stepping up to the plate with his Rider Education
seminars. The next one is Saturday, February 11, followed by March 11. These will be held at
the Bemus Point United Methodist Church at 10 a.m. If you need directions, just let me know.
The last seminar was very good.
Just a reminder that our Annual District Meeting is coming up on Saturday, February 25,
at the Chittenango Fire Hall. A big thank you to those of you have decided to join the
Petersons and the Connellys. I’m excited to walk into the meeting with ten Chapter members.
I want to see the look on everyone’s faces. Go Chapter U!! We will be leaving our house (the
Connellys) at 5:30 a.m. We have room for two more. It will be great fun. The Chapter will
cover the cost of the lunch.
We filed our Chapter of the Year application. Last year as a total shock to Brenda and me,
we came in third. I’m hoping for the same this year. Great news! We now have a Chapter of
the Year Coordinator. Sally has taken on this responsibility. I am again thrilled to have her
step up.
We had a great turn out for our monthly meeting. New polo shirts and sweatshirts have
been ordered for anyone who wants one. The color is pretty close to our long sleeve Chapter
shirts. (see Page 9) We will again try to plan for a night of bowling, details to follow in an
email.
Oh, I almost forgot the fun everyone had at Guys and Dolls Dance Studio. Come join in
on the fun. 8 – 9 p.m. every Friday night. $25 a couple. Ballroom dancing is a ball!
I would like everyone to start looking over their bikes, read some safety articles, stay
warm, and get ready to “ride like the wind.”
Remember, all the gear, all the time, and safety comes FIRST.
With the help from ALL of you I am your Chapter U Director,
Arlene

Tale of Two Riders
One of the great perks in being a GWRRA member is the opportunity to meet all sorts of
people and establish friendships both far and local. I would like to tell you the story of two
such members and how they approach rider education, or don’t.
Let’s discuss rider number one, Harry. Now Harry is one of those who tend to be a bit of a
know it all. “I know everything there is and anything I don’t know isn’t worth knowing.” Now
Harry will tell you just how to ride and what is the best bike to own and of course what the
proper attire for rider should be. But, let’s look a little closer at Harry and how and when he
rides. The truth be told Harry only rides a hundred miles a year and that only covers a couple
of social events. Even though Harry does own the best of the best, his true inexperience is
apparent. And the sad truth is that his bike spends most of its time collecting dust and with a
little more time will become a flower pot for geraniums.
Now, about rider number two, let’s call him John. Now John is a very social person who
will entertain you with a great story. Most of these stories begin with the phrase “Hey! I
learned something today.” Most of these stories usually involve some sort of misadventure or
something that went wrong. Let me ask the question, “could all these problems been
avoided?”
One of the foundations of GWRRA is Rider Ed. Our educators from the Chapter level up
to National are updated and trained to help the membership. However, “you can lead a horse
to water but you can’t make him drink.” Just maybe I could help Harry with his riding skills.
This could be done one on one, parking lot practice, or an ARC class. All it takes is a little time
and an open mind. As for John, maybe a few rider seminars will help him avoid problems in
the first place and make his riding experience more enjoyable. Bottom line, Educators are not
here to just wear the patches or be judgmental of everyone. Just like all of you we still have a
lot to learn but we also have a lot to pass on. We are here for all of you so take advantage of us.
On that note please don’t forget that Chapter U will be continuing presenting seminars on
February 11th at the Bemus Point United Methodist Church at 10am. These are open to
members and all so bring a friend. Any questions: call Cliff at 397-9212
All the gear all the time.

Ride Safe
Cliff & Nancy

Please have articles for newsletters in by the 20th of the month…Thanks Maleia

What year is it?
~ US President Jimmy Carter signs a bill into law allowing the brewing of
beer at home.
~ The video game Space Invaders creates an interest and demand for video
games.
~ Three American balloonists made the first-ever crossing of the Atlantic by
hot-air balloon in the Double Eagle II.
~ The average cost of a new house is $54,800.
~ Egypt and Israel sign the Camp David Accords in an attempt to secure peace
in the Middle East.
Answer: Page 8

Valentine’s Day Quotes
A kiss makes the heart young again and wipes out the years – Rupert Brooke
All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn’t hurt. – Charles M Schult
If you have only one smile in you, give it to the people you love. – Maya Angelou

February Birthdays
Steven Jensen 2/4, Arlene Connelly 2/27, Bill Spoon 2/29

Who Am I?
~
~
~
~

A man born in Portland, ME in 1947.
Graduated in 1970 from U of Maine at Orono, w/BA in English.
1971 began teaching HS English, but writing haunted his soul.
1973 sold his first novel about a tormented teen who used psychic powers to get revenge on
classmates. Three years later it was adapted into a major motion picture.
~ Wrote several books each year, some with a pseudonym.
~ Hit by a minivan in 1999 & as a result retired from writing in 2002.
Answer Page 8

GWRRA Memberships
Please remember to renew when the time comes!!!

Ben's Friends
~
~
~
~

If you're brave enough to say goodbye, life will grant a new hello.
Look in a mirror - that's the competition.
A book is a gift you can open again and again.
Stop saying "I wish" and start saying " I will."

Quick Golden Stew

4 carrots, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 1/2 cups peeled & diced potatoes
2 medium onions, cut into chunks
Water
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen peas, defrosted
2 cups cubed ham
1 can (10-3/4 oz.) cream of celery soup, undiluted
1 jar (8 oz.) process cheese spread
In a large saucepan or Dutch oven, combine carrots, potatoes, onions and just enough
water to cover. Cook, covered, until vegetables are tender, about 10 minutes. Add
peas and ham; continue to cook 5 more minutes. Drain water. Stir in soup and
cheese; heat through. Yield: 4-6 servings.

Looking Back
~ 1630s The Massachusetts Bay Colony outlawed the possession of playing cards,
dice, and gaming tables.
~ 1730s George Washington was born in 1732.
~ 1830s The United States public debt reached a historical $0, the only time in
history.
~ 1930s President Franklin D. Roosevelt repealed Prohibition, making the
purchase of alcohol legal again.

Answers: What Year?

1978

Who Am I?

Stephen King

SPONSORS

Currently open
Thursday - Saturday
5pm - 9pm

New Shirts available
for order.

Americade 2017
Lake George, New York
(Tuesday) June 6th - (Saturday) June 10th
Accommodations: Turf & Spa Motel

Saratoga Springs, NY

1-800-972-1229

Accepting Reservations after 1/2/17
Room Rates between $80-$100 per night
Itinerary and activities will depend on group consensus

Depart on Tuesday, Kwik-Fill at 8:00 AM.
Arrive in Saratoga around 5 to 6 pm depending on stops

Wed-Fri. Spend money at the expo (if you can’t find it there it doesn’t exist) and do some
scenic riding

Saturday depart early and head for home
Questions????? Call Cliff at 397-9212

Note: The weather in Lake George can go from winter cold
to desert heat to pouring rain all in the same day so be prepared.

Answer: 1999

Rally Shirts (Quality embroidered Dri-Tek short sleeve polo shirts. Shirt order MUST be received by Aug 6, 2017):
Number of Mens Shirts

_____ Small _____ Medium _____ Large
_____ 2XL

_____ XL
_____ 3XL

@ $25 each
@ $28 each

$_______
$_______

Number of Ladies Shirts

_____ Small _____ Medium _____ Large
_____ 2XL

_____ XL
_____ 3XL

@ $25 each
@ $28 each

$_______
$_______

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

$__________

Cancellation in writing will be accepted if postmarked by August 21, 2017 and is subject to a $10.00 handling fee.
No other method of cancellation will be accepted
All information subject to change
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Make checks payable to:

GWRRA New York District
Please Mail This Form and Check To:
Eileen Guile
7 Mountain View Terrace
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

# ________ Date Rec’d____________
Amount: $ _____________________
Email confirmation sent: __________

