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Chapter U Director’s Corner
I can’t believe that riding season is over and that the cold weather and snow is on its way. We had our
last planned ride of the season to the Ellery Cow. Unfortunately, Roger and I were unable to attend but we
were told that it was well attended and fun was had by all. Moving on into the boring winter months, let’s
not forget about our Chapter and put it away like we put away our bikes for the long winter. Let’s plan on
getting together for some fun events. I’m open for some suggestions. We can still get together on four
wheels and have dinner, a movie, play cards, just socialize. Last year we tried our hand at bowling. Some of
us had more success than others! What do you say?!
November is the month of Thanksgiving and we all have plenty to be thankful for. After 35 years at
Mayville Central School and then the merged district of Mayville and Chautauqua to form Chautauqua Lake,
I am officially retired as of October 27th. It has been an interesting and eventful chapter in my life and I am
now moving on to a new chapter. I’m not sure where it is going to lead me, but I’m looking forward to
learning new and better things and having more time for riding and GWRRA. I want to learn how to play the
piano, visit children and grandchildren, etc.
The leaves are on the ground ready to be raked and burned (oh we can’t do that! – NOT). The Turkey
Parties are beginning and the turkeys are running for their lives. Preparation for that big Turkey Day are
underway. Let’s not forget that it isn’t just about the “food” but also about giving thanks for all that we have
and I for one am grateful for good health.
We welcomed a new daughter-in-law and two grandchildren into our family. Our son got married on
October 21. It was a small but very lovely wedding. One more blessing in our lives.
I am also extremely grateful for our Chapter. Wow!! What a year we have had, starting with our
Recruitment Day, Tech Day, attending the Ride-In followed by Americade, trips to Hank’s Frozen Custard,
Glen H. Curtiss Museum, attending Chapter H benefit Dice Run, Chapter PA R Membership Drive, our
picnic at Tom’s, assisting with the Bi-State Rally, and yes, don’t forget the horseback riding, the great
Covered Bridge Weekend, and our many dinner rides. WOW again, no wonder I’m tired, not to mention our
Ride-coordinator – thank you, thank you Roger for all your hard work that sometimes goes unappreciated
and unnoticed.
Let’s start thinking about next year. I would like us to plan some type of benefit ride. We did not do
one this year and I think it’s time we did something. Please be thinking about it and let’s get started. If it
going to be a success, we must start planning now so put your thinking caps on. It will be fun. Remember
how much fun we had planning the Ride-In.
The predictions are that it is going to be a long hard winter but don’t despair, we may still get another
ride or two in. If you do take one more ride, please remember to dress for it and be prepared for the slippery
leaves, etc. that fall brings.
Mark your calendar for our Christmas party, which will be December 9th at the Connellys, 4 p.m.
Please bring a dish to pass; the Chapter will supply the beef and soft drinks.
Again, thank you all for a successful riding season. We had lots of fun and everyone stayed safe.
Remember, it’s not about me and Brenda or Roger and Mark but about EVERYONE. It takes all of us to
make a successful Chapter and above all, have safe and enjoyable riding. Happy Thanksgiving.
Arlene Chapter U Director “The Little Chapter that DOES”

All the Gear - All The Time

From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
Happy Thanksgiving! As this is the time everyone thinks about their blessings, I, too, am thankful
for all that have signed up to lead a dinner ride next season. As of now, I have the following:
May 2 – Fetters
May 16 – McManus
May 30 – Jaquith
June 27 – Lord
July 11 – Woodin
July 25 – Peterson
August 8 – Perez
August 22 – Eidens
September 5 – Fetters
I still have the following open for any takers. If not, I will lead the ride.
June 13
September 19
October 3
October 17.
I can’t tell you how much fun it has been this year taking rides that others have planned. If anyone would
like to plan a weekend ride, be it a Saturday or Sunday, please let me know.
I am still planning on the trip to the Thousand Islands, Alexander Bay. If you are interested and have not
told me, please do so. I still have a few spots.
Have a great Turkey Day, and enjoy your family.
Roger

Roger J. Connelly Ride coordinator for Chapter NY “U”
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Bed Time for Your Bike
Yes, it’s that time of the year when it is time to put your bike to bed for the winter. If you
are like me you tend to think of your bike as your baby. Let’s think about a time when we
raised small children and the steps we took in putting them down for the night. Step #1, Bath
time. You don’t send your kids to bed dirty and you should not do the same with your bike. By
giving a good bath and wax will allow you to inspect and make a list of points that will need
attention before the next riding season. Oil change, drain out the old with all the
contaminates. Check your antifreeze, is it still within spec. Brake fluid, is it still clear in the
windows or has it become dark with contamination. Are all your lights working? When was
the last time you actually looked at your brake light to make sure it was working? By now you
should be laying on the ground cleaning the rear wheel. While you are down there, how do the
brake pads look? Is the wear even with plenty of pad left or should they be replaced? Tires, are
they cupping up front or wearing flat or smooth on the rear? Are they starting to crack with
time as the rubber dries out? The general rule of thumb from tire manufacturers is that they
should be replaced after five years regardless of wear. How do I know how old my tires are?
Believe it or not but all M/C tires are stamped with their manufacture date. Let’s face it, tire
failure will ruin anyone’s day. Last but not least, put the battery on a tender. With the price of
batteries going up this will help extend the life of your battery by years. Now the final step,
put the cover on and kiss it good night until next spring.

All the Gear All the Time

Ride Safe
Cliff & Nancy

November Birthdays
Harry Eidens 11/3, John Vail 11/14, Denny Vanderlee 11/24

December Birthdays
Tom Renaud 12/3, Alex Gage 12/4, Phil Cornell 12/10,
Laura Jean Parment 12/16, Brenda Wilson 12/18

What's the Year?
~ The Statue of Liberty's crown reopens to the public after eight years, having closed due to security
reasons following the World Trade Center attacks.
~ A special court rules that vaccinations do not cause autism.
~ The year's two top-selling movies are Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince and
Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs.
~ The Pittsburgh Steelers beat the Arizona Cardinals 27-23 in the Super Bowl.
~ General Motors and Chrysler file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.
Answer: page 7

Wise Words
"If

you don't love it, you'll fail." - Steve Jobs

Business Quotes
~ "I am a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it." - Thomas Jefferson
~ "Impossible only means you haven't found the solution yet." - Anonymous
~ "Goals are like magnets. They'll attract the things that make them come true." - Tony Robbins

New Shirts available to order.

The sweatshirts are unisex. $26.
Brenda is wearing a small. They are
80% cotton, 20% polyester.
The polo that Mark is wearing is an
XL. The polos seem to be fitting
true to size and are 65% polyester,
35% cotton. $25.
There is an additional cost to have
your name embroidered on either
the sweatshirt or polo.

A Thanksgiving Poem
May your stuffing be tasty
May your turkey plump
May your potatoes and gravy
have a nary a lump
May your yams be delicious
and your pies take the prize
And may your
Thanksgiving dinner
Stay off your thighs!

Thanksgiving
The year has turned its circle
The seasons come and go
The harvest is all gathered in
And chilly north winds blow.
Orchards have shared their treasures
The fields, their yellow grain.
So open wide the doorway—
Thanksgiving come again.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Take a turkey, stuff it fat
Some of this and some of that.
Get some turnips, peel them well.
Cook a big squash in the shell.
New potatoes, big and white.
Mash till they are soft and light.
Cranberries, so tart and sweet.
With the turkey we must eat.
Pickles – yes- and then, oh my!
For a dessert a pumpkin pie.
Golden brown and spicy sweet.
What a fine Thanksgiving treat!

Answer: What year was it? 2009

Cooler weather means another riding season is drawing to a close. Now is the time to think about

Proper winter storage for your bike
Whether you’re hanging up your riding gear for just a few weeks or several months, taking care of some basic
needs will make getting your motorcycle going again in the spring that much easier, and it will help ensure
trouble-free riding for years.
Shelter: Figure out where your bike is going to take the big sleep. Inside heated storage is best, either
in your own garage, or at a commercial storage facility. Your local dealership may offer this service. If that’s
not an option, the next best place is an unheated garage or shed. If you don’t have access to indoor storage,
make sure you at least park the bike on a sheet of plywood and cover it up.
Clean up and service: Give the motorcycle a good wash and wax job, and perform any needed
maintenance as outlined in your owner’s manual. Lube the chain and cables, and check your tires for wear
and inflate them to the proper pressure. If your tires need replacing, now is the time to do it, so you don’t lose
riding time in the spring.
Change the oil: Even if your bike won’t be sitting for long, change the oil. Dirty oil contains
contaminates that can increase corrosion, leading to premature engine wear. Start by firing up the engine and
let it run for several minutes to get everything up to operating temperature. Then, drain the old oil, and refill
the engine with whatever viscosity is recommended by your owners manual. There’s no need for any special
“winter” blend or oil additive.
Add fuel stabilizer: Measure fuel stabilizer into your gas tank according to the instructions on the
bottle, and then start the engine. Let it run long enough so the stabilizer can work its way through the fuel
system and get into small parts and passageways. You’ll find stabilizer at an auto parts store or big box
retailer. It can be more convenient to mix stabilizer and fuel in a separate 5-gallon gas can, as it simplifies the
math for the additive.
Get proper coverage: Plastic tarps trap moisture, risking corrosion on chrome and painted surfaces
where you can see it and inside mechanical parts where you can’t. The best bet is to invest in a good
breathable cover designed for your motorcycle. Check with your dealer or look for one from an aftermarket
supplier online.
Mind your battery: Your battery will last a lot longer if it’s kept charged, but you don’t want to
overdo it, either. Overcharging will not only kill a battery, it can boil the fluid inside—that can cause it to
overheat and can even lead to an explosion. The best bet is to invest in a battery minder and charger that will
cycle on and off as needed to maintain a proper charge. You can find them online starting at about $50.
Following these few basic tips can help keep your motorcycle in good condition and ensure it is ready
to ride when spring arrives.
Step 1: Change the Oil.
Step 2: Wash Your Bike.
Step 3: Fill Your Gas Tank.
Step 4: Move the Bike to the Storage Location.
Step 5: Cover the Mufflers.
Step 6: Remove the Battery.
Step 7: Connect the Battery to the Charger.
Step 8: Cover the Bike.

Trivia - Did you Know?
~ Some deaf people use sign language in their sleep.
~ Susan B. Anthony was fined $100 for voting in the 1872 election,
and she never actually paid the fine.
~ Bees actually have five eyes - two large ones on the front of their
heads, and three small ones on the top of their heads.
~ The average adult may swallow approximately 900 times a day.
~ Reed Hastings, the founder of Netflix, once racked up a
$40 late fee for not returning a VHS copy of the movie
Apollo 43.

The Value of a Smile
Zig Ziglar once said, "Among the things you can give and still keep are your word, a smile, and a
grateful heart."
The value of a smile is priceless, yet it is the cheapest, easiest, most rewarding and most sincere
gift to anyone that crosses your path. A smile makes a person's day, anybody's day, even a
stranger's day. A smile is infectious. Start infecting people with your smile today.
A smile is nature's best antidote for discouragement. It brings rest to the weary, sunshine to
those who are sad, and hope to those who are hopeless and defeated.
A smile is so valuable that it can't be bought, begged,
borrowed, or taken away against your will. You have
to be willing to give a smile away before it can do
anyone else any good.
If someone is too tired or grumpy to flash you a smile,
let them have one of yours anyway. Nobody needs a
smile as much as the person who has none to give.
S M I L E !!!

Tex-Mex Dip
2 lbs. hamburger
1 lb. jalepeno cheese - Kraft Velveeta
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 can enchilada sauce (same size as soup cans)
Brown hamburger & pour off fat. Cut up cheese in chunks, mix everything together & warm. A slow cooker
works well & it freezes well!
* If you like it spicy, choose medium or hot enchilada sauce.

Give Thanks!!
As we are all aware, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving on November 23rd with friends and
family. Thanksgiving actually can be traced back to 1621 with a celebration at Plymouth in
present-day Massachusetts. Pilgrims and Puritans came together to celebrate a good harvest
and months of struggling to keep going.
Currently, in modern day America, if there is one day each year when food and family take
center stage, it is Thanksgiving. It is a holiday about “going home” with all the emotional
content. I remember our family always had to sing “Over the river and through the woods, to
grandmother’s house we go.” It was always great fun and sometimes the weather was very
stormy and we weren’t sure that we would get to grandmother’s for the wonderful turkey.
Somehow, my dad would always get us there.
Yes, now our traditions have increased to include the Thanksgiving Day parade, football,
pumpkin pie and of course, turkey and all the trimmings.
This year when you gather to celebrate and eat until
your tummies explode, please take time to give thanks
and remember the less fortunate. Take this time to
invite someone for dinner that won’t have a turkey
dinner or take time to volunteer at the soup kitchen.
Remember it is more blessed to give than to receive.
Have a great turkey day!
Go home they said, Nothing more can be done.
No pills or treatment, the illness has won.
Depression set in, no desire to eat.
Food doesn’t taste good, you just want to sleep.
Nothing more we could do no matter how we tried
With tearful eyes we watched as you slipped by when
God wrapped his arms around you and whispered in
your ear,
“Don’t be afraid, I’ve come to take you HOME……. my
dear.”
You are sadly missed.
Happy birthday Dad. October 19th.
Written by Sally Jaquith
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What Year was it: 1991

