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Sunshine - Betty Mac

Chapter U Director’s Corner
I hear birds singing, see duck and geese on our pond, and start to see flowers budding. What does
this all mean? It means it is time to RIDE. Dust off your bikes, do your T-clock check, and lets go!!
Remember all the rules of riding and also for being a co-rider. Ladies, you aren’t off the hook just
because you are sitting your pretty little behind on the back. You still need to know the rules and help
your driver by being alert.
For those of you who weren’t at the last meeting, it was decided that we would hold a “Movie Night”
at our house on April 9th at 4 p.m. We will order pizza and I’ll make popcorn. It should be lots of
fun. Roger will be selecting the movie unless someone has a favorite that they would like to see. We
have a large selection.
Now is the time to recruit new members. We will be having a “Recruitment Day” at Hector’s on
Saturday, April 23rd, from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Hector’s will be supplying the hot dogs and we will be
supplying the drinks. Of course, we need manpower. Please plan on coming to help. Any time you
can be there would be appreciated.
We have lots of great events planned for this riding season. The first official ride of the season will be
our first dinner ride on Wednesday, May 11. We will be going to the Trillium Lodge in Cherry Creek.
We will then be taking a “Friday the 13th” ride to Port Dover, Canada. Please let Roger know if you
plan on going. It is about a 3 ½ hour ride one way. It should be lots of fun. There will be hundreds
of all types of bikes and trikes there. From what I understand, it is like a Mardi Gras for motorcycles.
Tech Day is May 7th at Cindy and Les Woodin’s place. Hot dogs will be supplied, but please bring a
dish to pass if possible. Last year was a great day with lots of fellowship and repairing of bikes. Let’s
try for that again this year.
Our next big event which we need all hands on deck for is our Royal Family Kids’ Camp benefit ride
which will begin and end at the Viking Lodge on the Lake. In case you are not familiar with its
location, it is just past Midway Park. I hope to have a flyer with all the details to hand out at our next
monthly meeting. This is a good cause and we need your support.
Another reminder about the Ride-In for June 4th at CNY Power Sports in Cortland. Who’s going
with us?
Now to share a little personal traveling we did. It was my son’s birthday, who lives in Kenosha, WI.
We took a road trip in the car (too cold for the Wing) to surprise him. While there, we visited a
Basilica at Holy Hill. What an extraordinary experience. The stained glass windows were
unbelievable and it was evident that this was truly a holy place. The view was also breathtaking. If
you are ever in Wisconsin near Milwaukee, don’t miss the opportunity to visit there.
Again, spring is in the air and it’s time to “ride like the wind”, but always remember all the gear all the
time and ride safe!!
Arlene – Chapter Director

The View From the Road
Roger Connelly - Ride Co-ordinator
716-499-6765

Well, here we are at the beginning of spring. Now is the time to get your
motorcycle ready for another season. The more important issue is to get your mind ready for the
new season. This is when you need to start thinking about what rides you are going to ride on.
This is where you need to adjust your priorities. This is where you need to decide this is the year
you are going to ride. Decide now that you are going to get your money’s worth out of your
GWRRA dues. Make this the year you get back in the saddle and join us discovering America
again, one mile at a time. I know it is easy to sit on the couch and say next week I’ll go. While
you’re sitting there pick up the paper and look at the second page at the top. There you will see
pictures of people with articles under them written by family members who thought they were
going to do something next week, but for them there are no more next weeks.
I don’t ride motorcycles because I’m young. I ride them to keep me young. Riding
motorcycles keeps your mind active and alert. The shear act of riding keeps you alert, and then
the places we go, the things we see, the people we meet, and the friends we ride with, are the
things that keep you young. Nobody ever got younger sitting on the couch. Make up your mind
now to come ride with us. Some of the best stories in my life are from rides. Let’s share some
stories.
This year we are going to the Ride -In, Ride-Out, Bi-State Convention, NASCAR race, a
mystery ride, a World War II museum, weekend frozen custard rides, a Port Dover Friday the 13th
ride, and many more. There will be something for everyone. As you get the motorcycle ready for
the riding season, get your minds ready to ride it this season. Tech Day is May 7th. Put it on your
calendar now and make it a point to be there, as there is no better way to get your motorcycle
ready than with friends and food. On the 11th will be our first dinner ride, and the 13th will be our
ride to Port Dover, Canada for an unbelievable motorcycle rally. Do make sure you have your
passport in order if you plan on coming.
That’s it for this month. Enjoy the warm weather and if you start riding, please be like me
and do the T-clock on your motorcycle. This is also a good time to look at your personal riding
gear and replace it now. How old is your helmet? It should be replaced every five years.

Roger J. Connelly, Ride Co-ordinator for Chapter NY-U

April Birthdays
Brenda Peterson 4/2, Roger Connelly 4/4, Deb Milk 4/6
Marge Zell 4/21, Mike Bonner 4/21, Dusty Dustin 4/23

I’m your Captain
One of my favorite musical groups from the sixties was Grand Funk Railroad. Whenever
their big hit “I’m Your Captain” (Getting Closer to My Home) came on the radio you would
find me with the volume cranked up rocking out. So let’s think about what it means to be the
Captain. First and foremost, it means to be a leader, someone who makes decisions and
guides employees or groups of people. Rodger Penske who runs one of the most successful
business and racing organizations in the US has always been referred as the Captain. He
would be the first person to tell you that a Captain is worth nothing without a good crew.
Everyone on the same path working together for the same goal.
I am pretty sure that you can see where I am going with this. When we ride in a group we
need a Captain to guide and direct this group of riders. So who will it be? It could be any one
of us at any time, so let’s talk about what is involved in being the Captain. First thing is to
have a plan. Pick the destination and route you plan to take. Second, communicate this
information to your fellow riders. Make sure everyone is on the right CB channel or
understands the proper hand signals and is riding in a staggered formation keeping a safe
distance between bikes. And last but not least, someone you trust to be your eyes needs to be
at the rear of the group - this job can be a real drag.
So here is what I would like to do, let’s all get together on a nice sunny spring Saturday
and do a Road Captain class and go for a nice ride and we can let each one of you be the
Captain for a few miles. This way we will all be ready to ride as a group with our only problem
being deciding who our Captain will be.
All the Gear All the Time!

Ride Safe
Cliff

Please have articles for newsletters in
by the 20th of the month…
Thanks Maleia

Did you know?
Riding a motorcycle by nature is a solitary activity. One
of the joys of motorcycle riding is traveling with a
group of friends to visit new places, try new foods or
attend new events. Group riding is as different from
individual riding as night is from day. When you ride in
a group, your actions not only affect you, but the other
riders as well. This is true for any group of motorcycles
that rides together, no matter how long the trip.

GWRRA
Memberships
Please remember to
renew when the time
comes!!!

We are fortunate in having a great ride co-ordinator
and ride educator who help make our rides safe and
fun. Thank you Roger and Cliff.

Maple Syrup Facts
With spring comes maple syrup. If you haven’t had the experience of visiting a “Sugar Shanty” now is the
time. Pure maple syrup is a natural sugar made by evaporation of the sap of several species of maple trees.
The combination of sugar, black, soft, or red maples and a climate unique to eastern North America allows for
the early spring harvest of this all-natural delicious sweetener. It takes a lot of sap from a maple tree to make
even one gallon of maple syrup. Here is a recipe to try.

Chewy Maple Cookies
Ingredients
½ C shortening
1 C packed light brown sugar
1 egg
½ C pure maple syrup
½ tsp vanilla
1 ½ C all-purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
½ C coconut (optional)
In a mixing bowl, cream shortening and brown sugar until fluffy
Beat in the egg, maple syrup, and vanilla until well mixed
Combine flour, baking powder and salt, add to the creamed mixture
Stir in coconut if desired
Drop by tablespoons 2 inches apart onto greased baking sheets
Bake at 350 for 12-15 minutes
If you want these to be chewy, remove them from the oven as soon as they start to brown.
Yields 3 dozen cookies

Welcome Wayne Johnson

As a motorcycle rider and a fan of fast riding,
how does one find his way into a GWRRA
group of riders that like to slow it down and
enjoy the scenery and each other’s company?
The answer is after my dad's passing in 2015,
I realized life is short. Dad always said riding
was dangerous, but after meeting Roger
Connelly at church with his Gold Wing, I said
I would like to try to ride more responsibly
with a group and seek out the same fun
without the speed. I went on some rides with
my Kawasaki 650 and found out the long
miles and vibration were not my friend. So I
did what I thought was the best thing to do, I
bought a new 2015 Gold Wing and am loving
every minute of it. So I'm hooked and looking
forward to planning long rides in the years to
come!

CPR/First Aid Training
Held
Kudos go out to Cliff Schaal for
arranging the CPR/Training that was
held on March 26. The training was well
attended and all participants received
their CPR/First Aid certification. This
certification is good for two (2) year and
will then need to be renewed.
Participants were trained in all aspects of
CPR and First Aid. It was very
interesting watching Arlene
trying to put Roger in the
recovery position and also to
perform the choking maneuver
on him. She needs to have
longer arms. We would also
like to thank Keith Price for
giving of his time to come and
train us.

Couple in love with riding and with each other
I asked Everet and Valerie Card to give me a short history of their riding career. What
follows are most of his words with a little additional edit from me.
Everet and Valerie Card have been married for more than 50 years and have been riding
motorcycles for more than 45 years of their married life. Everet recalls that their first bike
was a 100 cc Yamaha, 2 cylinder, 2 cycle. Then then graduated to a 175 cc Honda, 2
cylinder, 4 cycle. Everet says that it seemed like a real power house after the Yamaha.
They always had a good time riding and decided that they needed something a little bigger
and bought a 350 cc Honda, 4 cylinder that was a very smooth ride. Now that they had a
“big” bike, they took it on several trips and were enjoying it very much.
One day as they were taking a short trip to town driving up Second Street in Jamestown, a
car driven by a young girl didn’t see them and turned in to them. Fortunately, they were
not seriously hurt. Everet says that it looked funny seeing their little bike being hauled
away on a big flatbed truck. They had no choice but to buy an even “bigger bike” - a brand
new Honda CX 500. Much to Valerie’s delight, this bike had saddle bags and a fairing.
Wow, they were really styling now.
In 1984 they bought their first Gold Wing, a 1200 cc. After this purchase they did a lot of
long trips traveling sometimes with Everet’s sister and brother-in-law. During all their
travels they always enjoyed each other’s company and always traveled together.
One trip that I recall that they joined us on was a one day trip to Zoar Valley. Roger was
leading and we took some pretty difficult roads. Up hill and down dale. They were
troopers and hung in there with us. After the ride, Everet remarked that he had ridden for
over 45 years but hadn’t seen some of the roads Roger took him on that day.
In 2012 while leaving Sisters Restaurant, Everet got on their
Wing and didn’t have his balance and, yes you guessed it, the
bike went down with Valerie on the back. The bike wasn’t hurt
but Valerie was. She suffered a broken wrist. Now concerned
for Val’s safety, he traded in the Gold Wing and bought a trike.
They still enjoy riding but have cut back a little from previous
years.
Here is a true love story from beginning but it hasn’t ended
yet. They are still riding and still in love with each other.
What a fun couple to be with.

Coincidence or Not ?????
IF........... A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
Equals... 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Then....
K+N+O+W+L+E+D+G+E
11+14 +15 +23 + 12+ 5 + 4 + 7 + 5 = 96%
H+A+R+D+W+O+R+K
8 + 1 +18 + 4 + 23 +15 +18 +11 = 98%
Both are important, but fall just short of 100%
But........
A+T+T+I+T+U+D+E
1 + 20+20+ 9+20+ 21+ 4 + 5 = 100%
Numbers don't lie. Need I say more?

Looking Back
1630s ~ Governor Winthrop introduced the fork as a dining utensil to America.
1730s ~ Benjamin Franklin created, in Philadelphia, the first police force paid by
the city itself.
1830s ~ "America (My Country, 'Tis of Thee)" was first sung, in Boston, MA
1930s ~ The Detroit Lions (then called the Portsmouth Spartans)
won the first NFL game.

RIDE FOR A REASON!
Royal Family KIDS’ Camp
Benefit Ride
SATURDAY, MAY 28

Help support this wonderful one-week summer camp experience for ABUSED,
ABANDONED, and NEGLECTED
Chautauqua County kids.
Bring your friends and enjoy a scenic 60-mile ride around Chautauqua County so that
others who are less fortunate can be treated like royalty in a loving camp atmosphere
this summer.
Ride begins & ends at the VIKING LAKE PARK
Route 430 - Bemus Point.
Registration at 10:00 w/coffee & donuts - Ride at 11:00
Drivers $15 – Riders $10
Back by 3:00 for a light meal
Your registration fee is tax deductible.
Planned with the help of volunteers who ride with NY GWRRA Chapter U

