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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Wow, can you believe it? I’m sitting here looking at the calendar and Christmas is right
around the corner. Of course, there is always two sides to Christmas – the reason for the
season – the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the gift giving and Santa Claus.
Both are important for different reasons and I hope you enjoy both.
Chapter U held its Christmas party on Saturday, December 3, and fun was had by all. We
were honored with guest appearances from our new NY District Directors, Shawn and Dawn
Hayes, and also the PA Regional Couple of the Year Directors, Rich and Wendy Wirt. We
found out who could sing a Christmas Carole and who could not, most of us could not but it
was still lots of fun. We also learn the history of the candy cane which I’m sure Roger would
share with you if you asked.
As we move forward to the beginning of a new year, I would like to thank all of you who
gave me encouragement and help through my second year as Chapter Director. In all reality, I
have enjoyed it and hope that our Chapter can continue to keep on keeping on. We have lots
of exciting events planned for the coming year starting with a trip to the Antique Bike Show in
Cleveland at the end of January. More detail will be given at our January meeting, which will
be held on January 8, as the first Sunday of the month will be New Year’s Day and I’m sure no
one wants to meet then. We will take a few ballroom dance lessons, and then it will be back to
the riding season and a miniature golf tournament with Chapter H. I know Cliff is planning
on some Rider Education seminars beginning in January. He will be getting the details out
on what, when, and where.
With cold winter weather upon us, it is more important than ever to dress for the ride if
the opportunity presents itself. Most of us have put our bikes away but there are a few
diehards out there. Please watch for Santa and his reindeer. We want to make sure he can
deliver his presents. Have you been naughty or nice?
Our son and daughter will be arriving after Christmas for a few days so we will have a full
house. It will be great to have kids in the house again. Let’s not forget the importance of
family. We’ll be making a gingerbread house, baking cookies, and, weather permitting, riding
snowmobiles. Before we know it, the visit will be over and we’ll be into the new year with the
hopes of doing lots of riding this coming season. Again, thank you for a wonderful year.
From our family to your families, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Remember the
reason for the season.

Arlene and Roger Chapter U Directors

From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
“The Candy Man” is extremely busy handing out candy canes, shoveling snow, and fixing
furnaces. He wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and reminds
everyone to get ready to ride. Spring is just around the corner. Also, be thinking about the
dinner ride you want to lead.
Roger J. Connelly
Ride Co-ordinator Chapter NY “U”

Business Quotes
~ "If you don't stick to your values when they're tested, they're not values; they're
hobbies." - Jon Stewart
~ "You get in life what you have the courage to ask for." - Oprah Winfrey
~ "The real secret of success is enthusiasm." - Walter Chrysler
~ "A year from now you will wish you had started today." - Karen Lamb

Setting Goals
It is hard to believe but another year has come and gone. As winter is on our doorstep it is
time to stop and evaluate what went right and what went wrong last year and set a plan in
motion to make next year better. Most of what didn’t go as well as I would have hoped for
really was pretty much me not living up to my own expectations. With my schedule change
and having weekends free I will be able to serve all of you much better and put into action
some of our GWRRA education programs. So, let me outline some of my goals for next year
and I hope you all will take advantage and make some of these goals yours.
First goal: Present seminars on rider education. What I would like to do is set up a
Saturday once a month to present programs to all of you or anyone interested. I have a series
of seminars on a variety of subjects and I will let you all pick what interests you. This will
accomplish two things. First, it will expand your knowledge and second, it’s cold outside and
what a great excuse to get together with your GWRRA friends.
Second goal: As the weather improves I will schedule a group riding/Road Capt. class
(sometime around the end of April). My hope is that this will prepare us for the riding season
and will help promote a safe environment for our rides.
Third goal: finally schedule a Parking Lot Practice. This is a fun way to spend a Saturday
afternoon. In the PLP program you get to brush up on your riding skills with a variety of
exercises. There’s no evaluation of your riding skills or formal instruction, just the opportunity
to brush up on your skills.
Fourth goal: Encourage all of you to take an ARC class (advance rider class). I have taken
the instructor’s class and am still working on doing a better job as a presenter. (I’ll be the first
to say I have a long way to go). This program will take you all day. It involves classroom
sessions and nine exercises out on the range. Each exercise builds on the other until you get to
the final one and put them all together. It will make a difference in your skill level especially in
slow speed maneuvers that most of us have problems with.
Now here is the problem, “you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink”.
My last goal is to encourage all of you to take advantage of me and my goals. I love the activity
of riding and have every intention to do it until I live to be 100 and I hope you will all join me
in that goal. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holiday and watch January’s newsletter for
more information.

Ride Safe
Cliff & Nancy

Please have articles for newsletters in by the 20th of the month…Thanks Maleia

What year is it?
~ Surgeons implant the first permanent artificial heart in a human being.
~ The musical Cats opens on Broadway.
~ $9.8 million is stolen from an armored car in New York, the largest cash
robbery in history at the time.
~ Alice Walker publishes the book, The Color Purple.
~ Michael Jackson releases the album, Thriller. The album sells more than 25
million copies.

Answer: Page 11

December Birthdays
Tom Renaud 12/3, Alex Gage 12/4
Phil Cornell 12/10, Brenda Wilson 12/18

Did you Know?
~ Due to probability, at least six people in the world look just like you, and you have about a 10%
chance of meeting one of them in your lifetime.
~ The average American eats over 168 cups of popcorn a year.
~ The peregrine falcon can reach a speed of 200 miles per hour when diving at prey.
~ Over 50% of water applied to lawns evaporates or runs off without nourishing the grass & garden.
~ Mexico City has well over 60,000 taxis, one of the largest taxi fleets in the world.

GWRRA Memberships
Please remember to renew when the time comes!!!

Wise Words
"In the end, it's not the years in your life that count.
It's the life in your years." - Abraham Lincoln

English Toffee
Preheat oven to 400 degrees
1/4 lb. saltines
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup butter

12 oz. pkg. Chocolate Chips
pecans, finely ground

Line jelly roll pan with foil. Lay saltines next to each
other to fill pan, In large pot boil sugar & butter for 3
minutes. Pour over crackers immediately. Bake 7
minutes. Remove from oven. Sprinkle with chips. Let
soften & spread evenly. Sprinkle with nuts.

Enjoy - Betty Mac

"In-nergy"
Dana LaMon lost his eyesight as a child. Despite his obstacles, he went to law school &
became a lawyer, moved into motivational coaching, and won the Toastmasters World
Championship of Public Speaking. People ask him where he finds his drive. His answer?
"At one point I decided I won't let something outside of me stop me." According to LaMon,
your capacity to benefit from change and challenge is always a power from within. He calls
it "in-nergy."
When challenge and change come knocking at work or in your personal life, check your "innergy." Are you letting something outside of you stop you? According to LaMon, "You
have the power to make things work in your best interest." Keep going. You may be
surprised at what you have inside.

New Year’s Resolutions
Do you normally make a New Year’s resolution and do you normally keep it? It is said that
New Year’s resolutions are bound to be broken. From past experience I can say that this is
true. Think about the resolutions you have made over the years. Can you really remember
what they were and why you even made them? The answer in most cases is no. New Year
resolutions are no more than your most sincere promise to yourself, perhaps to go on a diet,
exercise more, spend more time with your parents, children, grandchildren, work less, etc.
Here are some “funny” New Year’s resolutions according to a website I found on New Year’s
resolutions:
I will think of a password other than “password” or “hello”.
I will do less laundry and use more deodorant.
I will give up chocolates totally.
Just for today, I will not sit in my living room all day in my PJ’s. Instead, I will move my
laptop into the bedroom.
I will spend less than one hour a day on the Internet. This, of course, will be hard to estimate
since I’m not a clock watcher.
These resolutions can be considered AS New Year
jokes.
Here are a few more.
I will regularly wash my underwear.
I will watch more TV. It’s very educational. Catch
up on all those programs you missed down the
years.
I will play more computer games. Scientists say
they’re good for me and improve my visual skills.
I will eat more nice things like candy, Big Macs,
popcorn, and ice cream. Eat less crap like fresh
fruit, vegetables, and soy nuts.
I promise to stick to these resolutions for more
than a week.
I resolve to stop poisoning my family with my
cooking.
I will stop exercising, because it is such a waste of time.
As you have probably guessed, these are not normal resolutions but in any case, if you plan on
making a New Year’s resolution, I hope you can keep it and above all have a happy, safe, and
healthy New Year.

Americade 2017
Lake George, New York
(Tuesday) June 6th - (Saturday) June 10th
Accommodations: Turf & Spa Motel

Saratoga Springs, NY

1-800-972-1229

Accepting Reservations after 1/2/17
Room Rates between $80-$100 per night
Itinerary and activities will depend on group consensus

Depart on Tuesday, Kwik-Fill at 8:00 AM.
Arrive in Saratoga around 5 to 6 pm depending on stops

Wed-Fri. Spend money at the expo (if you can’t find it there it doesn’t exist) and do some
scenic riding

Saturday depart early and head for home
Questions????? Call Cliff at 397-9212

Note: The weather in Lake George can go from winter cold
to desert heat to pouring rain all in the same day so be prepared.

Answer: 1982

T’was the Night Before Christmas
T’was the night before Christmas and all through the town
Not a sign of Baby Jesus was anywhere to be found.
The people were all busy with Christmas time chores
Like decorating, and baking, and shopping in stores.
No one sang “Away in the manger, no crib for a bed.”
Instead they sang of Santa dressed-up in bright red.
Mama watched Martha Stewart, Papa drank beer from a tap.
As hour upon hour the presents they’d wrap.
When what from the TV did they suddenly hear?
‘Cept an ad.. which told of a big sale at Sears.
So away to the mall they all flew like a flash….
Buying things on credit…And others with cash!
And, as they made their way home from their trip to the
mall,
Did they think about Jesus?
Oh, no… not at all.
Their lives were so busy with their Christmas time things.
No time to remember Christ Jesus, the King.
There were presents to wrap and cookies to bake.
How could they stop and remember who died for their
sake?
To pray to the Savior…they had not time to stop.
Because they needed more time to “Shop til they
dropped!”
On Wal-Mart! On K-Mart! On Target! On Penny’s! On
Hallmark! On Zales!
A quick lunch at Denny’s
From the big stores downtown to the stores at the mall
They would dash away, dash away, and visit them all!
And up on the roof, there arose such a clatter
As grandpa hung icicle lights up on his brand new stepladder.
He hung lights that would flash.
He hung lights that would twirl.
Yet, he never once prayed to Jesus
Light of the World.
Christ’s eyes … how they twinkle!
Christ’s Spirit…how merry!
Christ’s love…how enormous!
All our burdens …He’ll carry!
So instead of being busy, overworked, and uptight.
Let’s put Christ back in Christmas and enjoy some good Nights!
Merry Christmas
I’m not sure who composed this but just wanted to share it with you.

