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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Wow, where did summer go and is winter really approaching? Not to worry; Fall is a
beautiful time of the year for riding and there is still lots of riding left to do. Roger and I
traveled to the NASCAR Race in Richmond, Virginia where we visited friends. We did not
take the “Wing” since we needed our tailgate toys. It was extremely HOT and I would not
have wanted to be on the bike. The race was exciting and lots of fun but way, way to hot even
for me!!
I would like to thank everyone for the great turn out we have had this summer for our
Dinner Rides. We have had some awesome rides with good food and wonderful company.
This has been a great summer not to mention that we did get the long awaited “Plaque.” Now,
we must encourage other Chapters to come get it. We don’t want to hold on to it!!
We had a wonderful trip to the Ride-Out in Lake George. Mark, Brenda, Wayne, and
Tom joined us. It was an awesome weekend. Friday took us for a lovely boat ride on Lake
George – a little rain but overall not bad. Roger and I won the “dance contest.” Saturday
Shawn led us on a beautiful ride through the mountains and into Vermont. I’m sure Roger
will give more detail.
A little info on the weather -- We only thought it was cold Thursday morning when we left
for the Ride-Out but experienced even colder weather on the return ride home. It was in the
30s when we left Lake George on Sunday morning at 7 am homeward bound. Now, I need to
put a plug in for heated gear. I purchased a heated jacket at Bi-State and was a little hesitant
to do so. Let me assure you that it was worth every penny I paid for it. I will be asking Santa
to bring me heated pants and gloves for Christmas. In another article, I will discuss dressing
for the weather conditions.
We still have lots of fun stuff to do before the snow flies and it’s time to winterize your
“Wing.” Let’s think about what we can do to chase away the winter blues before they get here.
Halloween and Thanksgiving are right around the corner and our Christmas party will be here
before we know it. Roger and I will be happy to host the party. December 3rd will be the
Christmas party at the Connellys unless someone else would like to host it.
Put your thinking caps on. Let’s not let winter and cold weather stop us from socializing.
I would like to suggest that our Chapter meet a few times during the winter months just to
have fun besides our monthly meeting. Maybe take in a movie, go bowling, have a game night,
etc. We could take some hints from Chapter K who seems to be always on the move. Let’s
have some FUN!
As always, until we have to put our bikes away for the long winter months, please
remember ride safe and “All the Gear, All the Time.” Remember we are the “Little Chapter
that DOES and CAN.”

Ride safe and enjoy – all the gear all the time.
Arlene – Chapter U Director

From the Handlebars
Roger Connelly - 716-499-6765
Ride Co-ordinator
The season is coming to a close, sad times are ahead. Putting the Wing away for
the winter just sucks. Then we sit around the house waiting for the beginning of the next
season. If you joined us for our rides and activities this past summer, then you have some
fond memories of this past year. We had some great times and set some new firsts. We had
so many great dinner rides this summer that I could not pick a favorite.
Although I didn’t make the Ride-In it sounded like it was the best ever, and really
set the bar up high for future Ride-Ins. We had our first weekend ride to a NASCAR race,
and even though I learned that my Goldwing will run under water, we still had a great time
and made some lasting memories. We had a mystery weekend which turned out to be a
blast and took us to some places I had never been to before. The Ride-Out this year was
another great experience, and it was the first time I had ridden my motorcycle in Vermont.
I will go there again. While I am on the subject, the Ride-Out was good and even though it
was held in the same place as last year, the trips there and home were very different than
last year. This year we went through Wellsville, Corning, Watkins Glen, Ithaca,
Cooperstown, Johnstown, and into Lake George. What a ride! Friday we went into Lake
George and took the boat ride. Had a great meal on the boat and got to see a lot of the lake
at the same time. The only rain we had was while we were on the boat and it was enclosed
so it worked out perfectly. Spent the afternoon relaxing and walking around the village and
a little shopping. We had dinner in town and then went back to where we were staying for
an Ice Cream Social. Had a good nights sleep and we went to Shawn and Dawn Hayes’
cabin for breakfast. After the feed bags were off, we were off on a ride across Lake
Champlain and into Vermont where we had a beautiful ride through the mountains and
huge farms. The trees were starting to turn, the air was crisp, and you knew it was Fall, and
it was a perfect Fall day for a motorcycle ride. Stopped for a break at a little country store
nestled in a valley between some mountains in a settlement called Granville. It was a
perfect setting. We got back to our home base in time for a chicken BBQ. After dinner we
took a short ride to Oscar’s smokehouse and picked up some supplies for the evening. This
place was great, and they have every kind of meat you could think of, most of it smoked,
and a huge cheese selection. When we got back the campfire was going and with a cocktail
in hand we were

Ride-Out
2016

meeting new people and reuniting with others. It was a very relaxing evening and was just
what we needed. Sunday was go home day, RATS. The best thing about the day was the
beautiful ride home. We jumped on route 28 and went right through the Adirondack
Mountains watching the sun rise, it doesn’t get any better than this. We went down the side of
Utica and picked up Route 20 and went across the top of the Finger Lakes, one of my favorite
ride routes. After Geneva, we went south down through Naples where they were having a Fall
Festival. The place was packed with cars and people. Vendors of all kinds were there, and this
looked like a big deal. I would have liked to stop and check things out but we were on a
mission to get home. We went on down through Hornell, Alfred, and Belmont. All this time
we were listening to the Bills win, all was good. We got home about 7 pm and after a pizza and
a little reflection on the weekend, it was time for bed, very content.
My only regret is that there is so little time to go all the places that are out there waiting
for me to visit. I cannot say it enough get up and go for a ride. Embrace every riding season,
enjoy every ride, engage the people you meet, and ready yourself for the next trip. Missed
opportunities are seldom reoffered or replaced. Living room is a bad name for a room in your
house. They should be called missing rooms. Life is not lived in a living room, it is lived
going new places and meeting new people. Get up and ride, don’t say “tomorrow” cause it
never comes, do it today. Next ride Oct. 12 to Tom’s Tavern.
Roger J. Connelly
Ride Co-ordinator Chapter NY “U”

NASCAR
Poconos

Picnic with Chapter “T”

We Got
the
Plaque

Touring with a plan….or….Maybe not.
Last July while we were vacationing down in Myrtle Beach I spent lots of quality time
catching up on my reading. Two Clive Cussler novels, past issues of Autoweek, and one of
the best touring magazine, Roadrunner. It was in the latest issue that I saw a ride taking
back roads from Nashville to Lynchburg to the Jack Daniel’s distillery. Nancy said “sure,
why not. We could also work in a visit to your favorite Aunt in Lafayette, Indiana”. Now
Nancy and I have developed certain rules which we follow when we travel on the bike.
Rule#1. Thou shall stop every 100 miles or 2 hours whichever comes first to refresh and
readjust underwear. Rule#2. We end the day at 500 miles or 5 pm, whichever comes first.
Rule#3. Pick up the flyers for cheep hotels along the way. Also see if there is a Denny’s close
by, 20% discount with a AARP card.
Day one: With a gleam in our eye and a song in our hearts we departed for Indiana. Blue
sky with a temp around 65, we could not have asked for a better day. We took I 90 to I 271
around Cleveland, I 71 to Rt 30 across Ohio to Fort Wayne and then two lane roads to
Lafayette. Remember what I said about Rule#2, it was 530 miles and we didn’t get there
until 5:45 pm. So much for Rule #2. However, Aunt Ellen had enough food to feed a third
world nation for a week so the extra miles and time were worth it. We spent Saturday
visiting family and catching up on what was going on in their lives, time well spent.
Day Three: No plan!! So we decided to head south towards Kentucky. As we approached
Louisville it occurred to us that Churchill Downs was located there. Why not. The tour and
the history of the Kentucky Derby was very interesting. The only down side is now Nancy
wants to attend and I will have to figure out how to get one of those hats on the bike. We left
Louisville and were at a Motel before 5pm and in bed by 10. Make a note: there is a 1-hour
time change so it is earlier than you think.
Day Four: Up and on the road by 7 am on our way to Bowling, Green KY to see the
Corvette Museum. They do have the sink hole filled in and all the cars that fell in back on
display complete with all the damage and the mud intact. We left there and headed on to
Nashville (only about 70 miles) and arrived late morning. First stop was to visit the
American Pickers store. It is a very small store not much bigger than their place in Iowa.
They have lots of interesting stuff and they will be more than happy to sell you a T shirt.
Then it was to music row and the Ryman, the home of Country Music. $20 a head for the
walking tour so we felt that it is something that you should really want to do. We then went
for lunch at one of the local Honky Tonks and listened to an “Old Timer” do his best to carry
a tune. The temp was in the upper 90s so we stopped early and spent the rest of the day by
the pool cooling off.

Day Five: On to the wonderful back road ride to Lynchburg as spelled out in
Roadrunner. Problem, all the roads in the Magazine were route numbers and in reality all the
roads have names on them. After several wrong turns we finally found our way to Lynchburg.
The trip is well worth it. The distillery tour is interesting and very informative. Nancy did not
appreciate the taste testing of the various whiskeys. A good suggestion is wear a pair of
comfortable shoes because there is a lot of walking. We left there and decided to head
northeast and followed Rule#1 and stopped somewhere along I 81
Day Six: We had some extra time so we decided to head over to Ashville and visit the
Biltmore Mansion. We only had time enough to see the house but if you plan on going there,
plan on spending the whole day, lots to see. After leaving there we went north and went a long
way before we found a hotel and Kentucky Fried Chicken for dinner (beggars can’t be
choosers).
Day Seven: Heading for home we headed up I 81 to Staunton, VA where we picked up
Rt 250 to Elkins, WV. This road is a MUST RIDE for anyone who enjoys switchbacks and tight
turns. It is 80 miles of Deals Gap. I think Nancy wore out the brakes on the bike on several
stretches of the road. At this point I would like to sing the praises of the Hampton Inn in
Elkins, WV. Not only were the rooms perfect, rates reasonable with no hidden taxes, but they
will shuttle and pick you up from any of the local restaurants.
Day Eight: 7 hours and we are home by 3pm. “Well it looks like the lawn needs mowing.”
Final Note: As you can see Nancy and I covered a lot of ground, 2200 miles to be exact.
We also saw a lot of interesting places and other than Jack Daniels and my Aunt none of this
was planned. So I guess it’s true when they say it’s not the destination (when you started you
didn’t have one) but it’s the ride.

Ride Safe
Cliff and Nancy
PS. Did anyone notice that I never mentioned any rain, that’s because there wasn’t any.

Please have articles for newsletters in by the 20th of the month…Thanks Maleia

September 15 -16, 2016
Thought I would share a story about a little motorcycle trip Gene and I took to Benezette,
PA to watch the Elk. We got up early on Thursday morning excited and getting our stuff
together. We ate a breakfast of bacon, eggs and coffee. While I did up the dishes Gene
checked the air pressure in the tires and checked the bike all over. He had gassed up the
night before. Gene loaded up the trailer with two coolers filled with ice, bottled water and
two folding chairs. We packed one shared bag. I remember what Arlene had said (pack
lightly). Well, her idea of packing lightly and mine are a little different. I tried to pack lightly
and I am proud of myself for bringing as little as I did. The clothes I was wearing, extra pair
of jeans, extra shirt, of course underwear and socks, tooth paste, toothbrush, facial cleanser,
facial moisturizer, floss, lip balm, windbreaker pants, gum, camera.
It was very chilly when we left at 9:30 am. I think it was about 60, beautiful and sunny.
I had put on long johns under my clothing. Glad I did because I just about froze most of the
ride down, loving every minute of it. We took the scenic roads instead of the interstate. It
took about 2 ½ hours. When we got as far as St. Marys the GPS took us on a very scary dirt
road, through the woods, pot holes and bumps. It was not a road for motorcycles to be on.
But Gene managed to maneuver very well. After being on that treacherous road awhile a big
old Elk walked out and crossed in front of us. Then a mommy elk and her baby were in the
trees looking at us. I was trying to take pictures while riding on the back of the bike as we
could not stop in the middle of the road (a feat in itself). We could not pull over because
there was no guard rail and it was straight down. We finally arrived and went to the
Benezette Elk County visitor center. We wandered around the center and gift shop and
watched a video on Elk. We then walked the grounds.

We traveled to several Elk sites and lookouts. We saw several Elk. They were not afraid
of people and came very close to the road, crossed the road, and in people’s yards. All the
time I’m trying to take pictures while riding on the bike. We ended up back at the visitors’
center and heard a lot of bellowing. We also saw a lot of Elk. There were two huge males
and a bunch of females. We were told by one of the park rangers that if we stayed we would
probably see a clash among the two males fighting for territory. But it was getting dark so we
had to leave as Gene was nervous about driving in the dark. It was a pretty nerve racking and
scary ride to the motel. It became dark very quickly. The road was winding up and down
hills, fearful of what might jump out in front of the bike. A bear, an Elk, deer, or other
creature. Gene white knuckled it all the way back to the motel. We spent the night at the
Holiday Inn Express. It was a very nice room and very clean. In the morning we had the
hotel’s complimentary breakfast. It was great! We headed back for home. It was a beautiful
ride home. A fantastic two- day get away.
Sally Jaquith

What year is it?
~ New Mexico & Arizona became the 47th & 48th states.
~ Airships were used for reconnaissance behind enemy lines for the first
time.
~ The first of many "Keystone Kops" films debuted.
~ The first municipally owned streetcars appreared on the streets of San
Francisco, CA.
~ Theodore Roosevelt and others split from the Replublican Party to
form the Progressive Party, also known as the Bull Moose Party.
Answer on Page 14

October Birthdays
Cindy Woodin 10/2

Anniversaries
Les & Cindy Woodin 10/16, Paul & Maleia Fetters 10/18

The Hard Work of Living Well
A well known individual remembers making a choice in his career. "I was 22 or
23 when I made a decision not to be actively miserable in my daily life, and the
decision helped a lot. Living vitally is not easier than living morbidly - it's just
better. People are all we've got." Life rewarded his decision with some hard work,
but hard work and hard choices have rewards, too - the power to rule your attitude
rather than letting circumstances rule over your life. The goal in life and in work is
not to take things easy, but to live and work well. That kind of personal decision
takes just as much effort as living with a miserable attitude.

GWRRA Memberships
Please remember to renew when the time comes!!!

Did you know?
~
~
~
~
~

A lion's roar can be heard more than five miles away.
For 15 years, a cat was the mayor of Talkeetna, Alaska.
The small mantis shrimp has such a fast punch, it can break aquarium glass.
Daniel Radcliffe broke over 80 wands while filming the Harry Potter movies.
The motto on the very first official U.S.coin, designed by Benjamin Franklin,
was "Mind Your Business."

Peanut Butter Pie
Cream together: 8 oz. cream cheese, (softened)
2/3 cup peanut butter, smooth or chunky
Blend in 2 cups confectioner's sugar.
Fold in 8 oz. cool whip
Fill a 9" graham cracker crust.
Garnish with chopped Reese's PB Cup & chocolate
syrup, if desired.
Refrigerate overnight or Freeze.
Enjoy

Terrific Trivia
~
~
~
~

What is a male swan called?
Where would you find the Sea of Tranquility?
How many keys are on a standard piano?
When is Bloomsday
Answers on page 14

Halloween
Halloween is not one of my favorite “holidays” if you want to call it that. However, Roger
loves it. Here is what the internet has to say about it. These are not my words but taken off
the internet.
Halloween history is one of mystery and intrigue, the story of Halloween’s past has been
passed down through generations. Traditions and adaptations of ancient ceremonies and
superstitions have evolved into the holiday we know and love today.
Halloween is a holiday celebrated on the night of October 31. The word Halloween is a
shortening of All Hallows’ Evening also known as Hallowe’en or All Hallows’ Eve.
Traditional activities include trick-or-treating, bonfires, costume parties, visiting “haunted
houses” and carving jack-o-lanterns. Irish and Scottish immigrants carried versions of the
tradition to North America in the nineteenth century. Other western countries embraced the
holiday in the late twentieth century including Ireland, the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico
and the United Kingdom as well as Australia and New Zealand.
Halloween has its origins in the ancient Celtic festival known as Samhain (pronounced “sahwin”). The festival of Samhain is a celebration of the end of the harvest season in Gaelic
culture. Samhain was a time used by the ancient pagans to take stock of supplies and prepare
for winter. The ancient Gaels believed that on October 31, the boundaries between the worlds
of the living and the dead overlapped and the deceased would come back to life and cause
havoc such as sickness or damaged crops.
The festival would frequently involve bonfires. It is believed that the fires attracted insects to
the area which attracted bats to the area. These are additional attributes of the history of
Halloween.
Masks and costumes were worn in an attempt to mimic the evil spirits or appease them.
Trick-or-treating, is an activity for children on or around Halloween in which they proceed
from house to house in costumes, asking for treats such as confectionery with the question,
“Trick or treat?” The “trick” part of “trick or treat” is a threat to play a trick on the homeowner
or his property if no treat is given. Trick-or-treating is one of the main traditions of
Halloween. It has become socially expected that if one lives in a neighborhood with children
one should purchase treats in preparation for trick-or-treaters.
That being said, expect to either provide a treat or get a trick.
Have fun this Halloween and please be safe if riding your bike.
Slippery leaves and trick or treaters roaming the streets could
make for a dangerous night for a bike ride.
Answers: Year - 1912 Trivia 1. Cob - due to the knob on his beak
2. The Moon 3. 88 4. June 16

FOR SALE
Motorcycle Pop-Up Camper
California King Size Bed
5ft x 6ft Changing Area
6ftx6ft Attached Screen Area Rain Package -Plastic
Windows
7-LED Light Bar Rear Bumper
5000 BTU AC Unit Air Conditioner Duct
Spare Tire with Cover Cooler Attachment Rack
Other Camping Accessories
Contact: Chuck Massey
716-267-7999 (H) 716-720-2216(C)
cmassey7999@windstream.net

