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Chapter U Director’s Corner
Wow, can you believe it? I’m sitting here looking at the calendar and Christmas is right
around the corner. Of course, there is always two sides to Christmas – the reason for the
season – the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the gift giving and Santa Claus.
Both are important for different reasons and I hope you enjoy both.
It seems like we just got back from enjoying Thanksgiving with our son Mark and daughter
Kelly. We traveled by Amtrack train out of Erie PA to Chicago and then took the Metro to
Kenosha where my son lives. We spent four fun packed days there. Of course, we had the
traditional Thanksgiving Day feast, toured the city of Chicago, went ice skating, go-kart
racing, slot car track racing, and finished up with a hockey game. My son and his girlfriend
then traveled back with us and spent another four days with us while my daughter traveled
back to California. It was a very enjoyable time.
The Christmas season is now upon us with all the holiday activities. Chapter U will be
celebrating our Christmas party on Saturday, December 12, at 4:30 p.m. at our home. With
the sound of the forecast, you may even be able to ride your bike here! How awesome would
that be?! Roger would like to ride his bike at least one day every month of the year. This year
that may be possible. We certainly have been blessed with a wonderful Fall, which is my
favorite time of the year. Oh yes, I might add, when you come to our house, you are no longer
looking for a blue house with black shutters but now a yellow house with wine colored
shutters. After more than thirty years of blue, we needed to paint! Our address is 5001
Pickard Road Dewittville 14728.
As we move forward to the beginning of a new year, I would like to thank all of you who have
given me encouragement and help through my first year as Chapter Director. In all reality, I
have enjoyed it and hope that our Chapter can continue to keep on keeping on. I would like to
have a Planning Meeting the first part of January to see what fun filled events we can plan for
next year. Also, a reminder that the New York District Annual Meeting will be Saturday,
January 16, 2016, at the Chittenango Fire Station. I know that Roger and I and Mark and
Brenda will be going. We would like to see a good turn out from our “Little Chapter that
DOES.” Last year, we were planning the Ride-In and had a lot enthusiasm. I would be
extremely happy if we could keep that spirit going. I’m sure Cliff will be planning some
training activities and we will keep you posted on when that will be.
From our family to your families, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Again, remember
the reason for the season, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Remember, ride safe and above all enjoy the ride. All the gear all the time.
Arlene and Roger
Chapter U Directors

The View From the Road
Roger Connelly - Ride Coordinator
716-499-6765

Not much to report this month. The cold weather is upon us but some of you hearty
souls have not put your bikes away and as long as there is no “white stuff” you continue to
ride. Good for you!
I continue to make plans for next season’s rides. I need new and fun ideas. Please
give me your suggestions. Rides can be as long or as short as you want, just let me know.
Arlene is going to have a planning meeting sometime in January.
Merry Christmas and happy New Year and remember all the blessings that you have
received throughout the year.
Roger Connelly Chapter NY-U ride coordinator.
716-499-6765

The Christmas Candy Cane
Did you ever wonder the meaning of a candy cane? There are various versions of how
the candy can came about but the meaning of the candy can is always the same.
The shape of the candy cane is a J which stands for Jesus who was born on Christmas
day and also the shepherd’s staff, as the shepherds were watching over their flocks when the
angel came to tell them of the birth of the “Christ child.”
The white of the cane represents the purity of Jesus Christ and the red stripes are for
the blood he shed when he died on the cross. The peppermint flavor represents the hyssop
plant that was used for purifying in the Bible.
So this year when someone gives you a candy cane, please enjoy it but remember this
story.
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

December Birthdays
Phil Cornell 12/10, Alex Gage 12/4, Tom Renaud 12/3,
Brenda Wilson 12/18, Laura Jean Parment 12/16,

T’was the Night Before Christmas
T’was the night before Christmas and all through the town.
Not a sign of Baby Jesus was anywhere to be found.
The people were all busy with Christmas time chores Like decorating, and baking, and shopping in stores.
No one sang “Away in the manger, no crib for a bed.” Instead they sang of Santa dressed-up in bright red.
Mama watched Martha Stewart, Papa drank beer from a tap. As hour upon hour the presents they’d wrap.
When what from the TV did they suddenly hear? ‘Cept an ad.. which told of a big sale at Sears.
So away to the mall they all flew like a flash….Buying things on credit…And others with cash!
And, as they made their way home from their trip to the mall,
Did they think about Jesus? Oh, no… not at all.
Their lives were so busy with their Christmas time things.
No time to remember Christ Jesus, the King.
There were presents to wrap and cookies to bake.
How could they stop and remember who died for their sake?
To pray to the Savior…they had not time to stop.
Because they needed more time to “Shop til they dropped!”
On Wal-Mart! On K-Mart! On Target! On Penny’s! On Hallmark! On Zales!
A quick lunch at Denny’s
From the big stores downtown to the stores at the mall
They would dash away, dash away, and visit them all!
And up on the roof, there arose such a clatter
As grandpa hung icicle lights up on his brand new stepladder.
He hung lights that would flash. He hung lights that would twirl.
Yet, he never once prayed to Jesus Light of the World.
Christ’s eyes … how they twinkle! Christ’s Spirit…how merry!
Christ’s love…how enormous! All our burdens …He’ll carry!
So instead of being busy, overworked, and uptight.
Let’s put Christ back in Christmas and enjoy some good Nights!
Merry Christmas
I’m not sure who composed this but just wanted to share it with you.
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Looking Back
Let me ask all who read this, “What have you learned in the past year”? This question
came to mind as I was looking back on 2015. So what I would like to do is share some of the
great and dumb stuff that I have discovered.
Food, I like Chinese food. Please don’t tell me what it is made of or what part of the
chicken or pig it came from, who cares, it’s good. The same can be said of polish dishes.
Vegetables, I have developed an appreciation for most however I still HATE!!!! Broccoli. I
find that I look for an alternative for French fries when going out for dinner.
Cars, Faster and sportier the better, wrong! I have discovered the practically of four
doors. What good is the back seat if people can’t get into it? I am always checking my gas
mileage. Can you imagine, you actually get more miles to the gallon by driving the speed
limit?
Family, the older our parents get the more dependent they become for our help in day to
day needs. The grand children need and get attention from Nana and Papa when Mommy
and Daddy have someplace they have to be. I really must start planning that tree house for
the kids.
Job, the closer I get to retirement the less I worry about some young bean counter trying
to tell me how to do my job. I have learned how to give them “the look” and they back down
every time. I learned this from Nancy every time I consider buying a new bike
Chapter Life, I have to do more in developing an education program that you as
members will want to participate in. The best seminar ever is no good if no one is there to
hear it. I have learned that you as a body have to tell me what you want and need. I will
continue my education so that you can use me as a resource in riding your bikes.
I learned that I didn’t ride enough last year. Nancy and I are already planning a bike trip
to Graceland and the Mississippi delta and nothing is going to get in the way this year. I am
also working on a long (4 day) weekend Guys only. This would be a time of comerodory
between men, riding our bikes, eating steaks, a few beers, cigars, and the freedom to fart with
pride. Don’t worry ladies I have a thought of something for you too that I am pretty sure that
most of the guys will not be too excited about.
Last I want to thank Arlene, Roger, Mark and Brenda for their fresh blood in leadership.
I look forward to all the new ideas and new roads they will lead us down.
Also Nancy and I would like to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Ride Safe Cliff

Chapter U Sponsor

