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Next Meeting
June 7, 2015
Bellview East Restaurant

Region B Directors
Tom & Renee Wasluck

Upcoming events
Americade
June 2-6, 2015 Lake George, New York
Reno Rendezvous
June 18-20, 2015 Reno, Nevada,
NY/NJ Bi-State
August 6-8, 2015 Liverpool, New York
Weekend at the Opry
August 29-31, 2015 Nashville, Tennesse

Ride-Out
September 19-21, 2015 Lake George, New York

NY District
District Directors
Steve & Katy Nutting
518-587-1076
Assistant Distict Directors
Gary & Donna Cork 518-877-4917
Shawn & Dawn Hayes 716-560-6571
District Treasurer
Eileen & Tim Guile 518-877-8481

District MEC
Pete & Marielle St. Amour 518-490-1031

District Educators
John & Pam Van Deusen 315-687-9138

District Trainers
Shawn & Dawn Hayes 716-560-6571

District Webmaster
Clark & Linda Clemens 315-264-1012

District Newsletter Publisher
Phil & Tammy Coons
845-345-1457

District Public Relations
Linda Waterman

District Choy Co-ordinators
Pete & Marielle St. Amour 518-490-1031

District CPR/First Aid Co-ordinator
Keith & Elaine Price 716-625-9577

District COY Co-ordinators
Rich & Ann Bullis 631-457-0562

District Facebook Co-ordinator
Shawn & Dawn Hayes 716-560-6571

NY-U Chapter Team
Chapter Directors - Arlene & Roger Connelly 716-386-6765 theconnellys@windstream.net
Assistant Directors - Brenda & Mark Peterson
Treasurer - Cindy Woodin

mrp437@windstream.net

Educator - Cliff Schaal cliffschaal@hotmail.com

Member Enhancement - Bill Spoon

kelly3086@windstream.net

Ride Coordinator - Roger Connelly
Newsletter Editor - Maleia Fetters

pmfetters@windstream.net

Sunshine - Betty Mac

Chapter U Director’s Corner
Again and again, I say thank you, thank you, thank you. Thanks to all of you, our Ride-In
was a huge success. I know it was a lot of work, but I saw our Chapter grow together and
bond as a well-oiled machine. I love the new spirit that has been created. Let’s keep up the
momentum. Bill, please don’t volunteer us for another Ride-In for at least the next five
years!! Maybe we’ll be ready to try again.
Mark Peterson took some nice pictures and I’m hoping to be able to show them on a lab top
at our June meeting. Also, Steve Nutting says to make sure you read his June newsletter
when he reveals how much he made on the Lottery Umbrella. The suspense is killing me!!
I’m so excited about having old members return and the possibility of new faces. At our next
Chapter meeting, which is on June 7th, I would like to discuss what the Chapter would like
to do in the future. Tom has volunteered to hold the summer picnic at his place. I haven’t
been there but I hear the driveway is a bear. We have lots of brownies for dessert. As is
usually the case, the Chapter will supply the hot dogs and provide drinks. I know we have
pop left from the Ride-In. Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass. Of course, I’ll send out
a reminder when it gets close. I’ll have a sign-up sheet at the meeting.
As previously discussed, Hector’s will let us set up a table on a Saturday morning and they
would be willing to supply the hot dogs and buns. We just need to supply the manpower and
decide on a date. I am suggesting June 27th from 10 a.m. to Noon.
It has become apparent to Roger and me that a lot of other Chapters have nicknames for
their Chapter. Let’s come up with a unique name for our Chapter. Be thinking about it and
we’ll discuss on Sunday, June 7. Here are a few examples: Chapter T – The Tornado
Twisters, Chapter X – Hudson Valley Wings. I’m sure we can come up with something
catchy.
There are several upcoming events to put on your calendar. It sure would be a lot easier to
attend these events if work didn’t get in the way! Lucky are you retirees!! Sounds like
August 6- 8 --GWRRA NY/NJ Bi-State Convention -- Liverpool NY – The Connellys and
Petersons are going and welcome everyone to join us. We haven’t decided on leave and
return dates yet.
September 3-6 – GWRRA Wind Ding 37 – Huntsville Alabama – Still up in the air as to if we
are going – again, any interest, let me know.
September 17-20 – Ride-Out – Lake George – This is a good possibility. Again, any interest,
let me know.

We would like to get a group that would be willing to attend other Chapter’s meeting, which
will get us Dash for Cash points and also help us to get to know other Gold Wing Riders. Let
me know if you have any interest.
Roger did a great article on “Life after the Ride-In” and submitted it for the State Newsletter.
It is also included in our newsletter for your reading pleasure.
Again, I appreciated all your support and look forward to more great rides and events.

Arlene & Roger
Chapter Directors

June Birthdays
6/1 Valerie Card, Yvonne Spoon,
6/4 Les Woodin
6/15 Joe Gaworecki, 6/16 Dave Nelson
6/23 Diana Vanderlee

Anniversaries
6/8 Everet & Valerie Card 6/10 Dan & Jeanne Christopherson,
6/11 Dick & Brenda Wilson, 6/12 Dennis & Diana Vanderlee ,
6/25 Roger & Arlene Connelly, 6/29 Bill & Alex Gage

The View From the Road
Roger Connelly - Ride Coordinator

Roar from the Ride Director for June.
First event for the month of June will be our dinner ride on June 3rd. We will be
going to The Willows which is located in the Allegheny National Forest on route 346
near Bradford, Pa. I have never been there but I have heard it is nice.
Next is the Celeron Rib Fest goes from June 4th through 6th. As in years past we
will have a tent set up and could use help manning it during this time. This is a good way
to let people know we are out there and having fun.
June 7th is our meeting date and we will be meeting at the Bellview East on Main
St. in Falconer. As usual we will eat at 2:00 pm and the meeting starting at 3:00. Please
try to bring somebody new with you so we can grow our numbers. If people leave room
we will have a short ride and get some ice cream.
On June 8th at 7:00 pm Chapter “Q” in Pa. has its meeting at Richards Restaurant
in Youngsville Pa. I am looking at going to this meeting and if I can get five of our
members to go we can get Dash for Cash points for visiting other chapters events. I will
be leaving the Kwik-fil at 6:00pm to go to the meeting. Please try to join me as it is fun
and interesting to go to other Chapters meetings.
We will take a break for a few days and on June 17th we will have our next dinner
ride that will take us to The French Creek Tavern. This is a fun place with good food at a
reasonable price. I mostly go here on snowmobiles in the winter.

I am really looking forward to this next ride, if I can get at least four members to go
with me I want to go to Newburgh, NY and claim the traveling plaque. Chapter “X” has
it now and their next gathering will be on Fathers Day, June 21st. I am looking at leaving
here Saturday the 20th early in the morning to take an easy ride to Newburgh, I am
looking at taking some back roads and make it a fun day of riding that will cover about
385 miles. The next morning we will get up and join them for a ride and claim the plaque
and head for home. The ride home I am planning to be more of an expressway ride so we
can get home at a reasonable time. The short trip will still be about 358 miles and this is
to the Kwik-fil. I will firm this all up when I get the commitment of the members to join
me. We need to do this commitment very soon. I will take more if more want to go, I am
not limiting this to five, but I do need others to step up now. We will get a bunch of Dash
for Cash points and it is time the plaque gets to the west end of the state.
A quick look forward to July here are some dates to save. July 1st will be a dinner
ride, July 5th will be our meeting, July 15th will be another dinner ride, July 18th will be a
Saturday ride to Cool Springs Power Museum, and July 29th dinner ride.
That’s it for now, hope to see you on the rides and bring new people.

Roger J. Connelly GWRRA Chapter NY “U” ride coordinator
The Quilt was
won by
Larry Heliker Chapter W Rochester

The Lottery
Umbrella was
won by:
Steve Nutting
District Director

Respecting the rights of fellow motorist
Just the other day I was reading the May issue of Motor Cyclist and I found a great article
by Paul Bertorelli. He brought up a safety issue that we as GWRRA riders are guilty of. One of
the great features we have on our Gold Wings is the plug and play CB radios. With
communication comes information and safety for the group as they go down the road. So how
can this be a bad thing? Let me paint you all a picture of a situation that we must all admit that
we have been in the past. We are on a group ride on a twisty road, enjoying the curves. Then we
come up on Mom and Dad enjoying a Sunday afternoon drive at 30 mph. What do we do? First
thing is to get one of us past the slowpoke, now he becomes the eyes for the rest and lets us know
when it’s safe to pass on the curve. Now here is where the problem starts, what happens to Mom
and Dad when we do this maneuver. My first guess is that we just scared the hell out of them. I
really don’t think they were expecting someone passing them on a curve. Could this be the
potential for causing an accident? Let’s face it; we were not respectful of their rights on the road.
Now we have become “one of those irresponsible motorcyclists” adding fuel to those who wish to
project us in a bad image. As GWRRA riders we must always project safety to our self and to
the motoring public that we share the road with. And really, what’s the big hurry, enjoy the ride,
so what if you are a little late, always RIDE SAFE!!!!

Cliff

Life after hosting a ride-in
It has been a couple days now since Chapter “U” hosted the Ride-in and now I’m
going to try to reflect on the event. First thing I’m feeling is a whole mind full of
bittersweet emotions. This was a lot of work, and bang it is over. This was a lot of
work, thank goodness it is over. Which thought is the predominant one? I’m not sure;
but I can tell you, I’m drained, pleasantly drained.
So, for this effort what did I get? I got to see Chapter “U” come to life. Over the
last six months of planning, I saw many of our members volunteering for jobs. Each
time during the planning process, when we came up with another job someone would
step up to the plate and say “I can do that.” Our Chapter is great. I know a lot of people
said what a great job Arlene and Brenda did, as Directors, with planning the event and
how good the rides were that I laid out; but, it was the whole Chapter that made the
event what it was. Friday night I saw the whole Chapter working together to start the
culmination of the last six months of planning and turning it into an event.
Now it is early Friday evening and the whole Chapter is busy transforming the
Gerry rodeo grounds hall into a room to host the Goldwing Road Riders Association,
Chapters of New York. We are preparing to welcome Goldwing riders from all over the
great state of New York. We have brain stormed, planned, and worked to put Western
New York in the best light possible. We are going to show that we have as much to
offer the riding public as any place in New York. The Chapter Directors are overseeing
laying out the room, tables are set in place for the registration, for ticket sales, for
serving food, and tables and chairs for people to eat at. Coolers filled with ice for water
and soda, display rack for the quilt, for the chapter banner, tables for the displaying of
the baskets, a place for everything and everything in its place. It wasn’t long, and
under the leadership of Arlene and Brenda, the crew got the building in shape. With
everything ready, it was now time to meet our guests.
I took a quick ride to the Top-A-Rise campgrounds were I knew some of the
participants were staying. The excitement of the Ride-in was starting to build now. The
Ride-in was now starting to take on a life of its own. The planning and work was over,
the Ride-in was launched, and it was going to be what it was going to be. It was nice to
start meeting people from different parts of New York, and after talking to the folks
from chapter “D”, it was time to go to the hotel and meet some of the other riders who
made the trip to Western New York. As I turned into the hotel parking lot, I was
impressed, it was full of Goldwings. Now I was really full of excitement and couldn’t
wait to get inside and start meeting the people whom seen fit to come and see what we
had to offer them.

The lounge area of the hotel was now full of Goldwing riders and the fun had
already begun. I met way more people than I could keep all the names straight for, but
I was having a great time. The crowd was also having fun, everybody was smiling,
talking, and laughing. They were meeting new people and reigniting old friendships,
and getting caught up on all the things that went on over the winter. It was great. After
a few hours the numbers started to dwindle as for many of them had traveled a
distance to get here and were ready to get some sleep to be ready for tomorrow’s
activities. So we all said goodnight. Now when I got home do you think it was easy to get
to sleep?
I lay in bed and my mind was wildly going through who I met, how neat it was that
so many riders came to see us, and were we really ready for all these riders. Did we
really dot all the I’s, cross all the T’s? Oh well, if we didn’t, it was too late now.
Morning arrived. Here we go, I couldn’t wait to get to the grounds. We got there
early and just put on a couple of finishing touches, brought in the donuts, coffee was on
and now we were waiting for the masses to show up. 8:00 am was rolling in and so
were the riders. The registration desk was flooded, people were picking out what ride
they were going to go on, tickets table for the baskets, quilt, and 50/50 is bustling. The
building was full of life now. The parking lot outside was filling up with motorcycles
and everything was going great. Time was flying and we were getting everyone in the
line ups for the rides. I was leading the first group and have about twenty motorcycles
behind me. We rolled out onto the highway and we were off and running. It was great
to see all these motorcycles lined up in a standard staggered fashion. Although these
riders don’t ride together all the time it was impressive to see everybody get lined up
the way they should be. This says a lot for the training that goes on in all the Chapters. I
can tell you it sure made my job easier, and it took a load off of my mind. We had a
great ride and all seemed to really enjoy the tour of the lakes. We did get hit by rain at
our stop in Findley Lake but everybody took it in stride. We got back to the grounds
with perfect timing and it was time for lunch. The other morning ride that was led by
Cliff was already back and there was a bunch of happy faces in that crowd also.
Comments showed that both rides were well received.
While we were eating, it rained again; but that was OK as we were all inside. We
had a great lunch with beef on wick sandwiches, macaroni salad, baked beans, chips,
and all the deserts you could ever want. Arlene stepped up to the mic and gave us all a
great short speech about our Chapter and the Ride-in and introduced the many
important people from our Chapter and the State District. I had a quick talk about the
rides and then Steve Nutting talked about the Bi-state convention. Arlene came back
and thanked everyone for the help and everyone for their joining us for this event.
Time was flying, the rain quit, and it was time for the afternoon rides.

Again, we lined everybody up and set out for our second rides. This time we rode
back in time and the Amish were out. We saw several Amish out working with their
teams of horses, plowing, tilling, planting, and hauling materials. We also passed
several horse drawn buggies. Had an ice cream break in Clymer, and then headed back
toward the home base. The rain left us alone this time and we again had a great ride
that all enjoyed. We arrived back at the Gerry grounds, all safe and sound. Shortly after
we arrived the other afternoon ride came in the driveway with Joe leading them.
Although their ride was to visit the overlooks of the county and they were fogged in
they still enjoyed the ride itself.
We had our finale drawings which I think were rigged (only kidding). My wife
Arlene won the 50/50 and Steve Nutting won the lottery umbrella. Then we had a short
closing ceremony and we sent our guests off with a big thank you for them coming and
making our Ride-in a great success. Then it was time for the cleanup.
Again our Chapter pulled together, nobody ran off. Everyone stayed and helped
and it went very smooth. Many hands make for easy work. We were done in no time.
With the day coming to a close we bid each other goodbye and we all headed home.
Brenda and Mark Peterson, our Assistant Directors, followed us home and with
all the motorcycles safely in the garage, I don’t mind telling you I had a rum and coke,
maybe two of them. We sat around and talked about the day and how it went. We
laughed as we thought about Steve’s talk and about when Bill Spoon told him Chapter
“U” was hosting the Ride-in this year, then Bill told him he was stepping down from
Chapter Director but not to worry cause he had two women stepping in and Steve said
”Oh shit”. Well I think these women showed you Steve, that they were up to the task. I
can tell you I am very proud of them and there was never any doubt in my mind that
they could do this.
So, now that it is in the history book and I reflect back on all the work and all the
time we spent at this, someone might ask would I do this again. To that I say you need
to define why you are doing the Ride-in. If you are doing it as a fund raiser, STOP.
There are a lot easier ways to make money than holding a Ride-in. If you want to hold
the Ride-in so you and your Chapter can show off the area that you call home to the rest
of the state, step up. Would I ever want to hold the Ride –in again, you bet. Not next
year, it will be another Chapters turn, but we will do it again sometime in the future. It
was worth every minute and I highly recommend that other Chapters step up. I look
forward to visiting other Chapters when they hold the Ride-in.
In closing I would like to thank our Chapter for all the ideas, work, and support
they put into this event. I also want to thank the people who attended the Ride-in and
made it such a success.
Roger J. Connelly
GWRRA Chapter NY-“U” Ride Coordinator

2015 REGIONAL RECRUITING CONTEST
It’s that time of the year again… time to really get the Wing Ding ball rolling into high gear. And we want to
challenge our Regions to do the same… So much so that we came up with this contest to add a few incentives to
kick up the fun! We’ll just call it Recruit To Wing Ding!
Grand Prize
The winning region who has recruited the largest increase above and beyond the 100% will receive 4 nights’
accommodations to Wing Ding 37 in Huntsville, AL along with two (2) Complimentary Registrations and two (2)
Souvenir Event T-shirts
Everyone Can Also Win:
All progress to the Contest Goals will be posted online on the GWRRA website and updated on a monthly
basis for all to track follow along with the contest progress of each region until the end of the contest
Level 1:
•

For every 5 Households recruited above the 25% increase (see Contest Goals chart next page) in
households recruited, the region will be awarded $10 for its treasury.

•

All Regions exceeding 25% increase in households recruited, will receive FREE Insurance Certificates for
one year on their events.

•

All Regions exceeding 25% increase in households recruited, will be featured in WWM and GWRRA
Website.

Level 2:
•

For every 5 Households recruited above the 50% increase(see Contest Goals chart below) in households
recruited, the region will be awarded $15 for its treasury.

•

All Regions exceeding 50% increase in households recruited, will receive a 30% Discount
Certificate towards GWRRA Official Products for their Region Store (excludes sale priced and close-out
items).

•

All Regions exceeding 50% increase in households recruited, will receive a commemorative plaque.

Level 3:
•

For every 5 Households recruited above the 100% increase(see Contest Goals chart below) in households
recruited, the region will be awarded $20 for its treasury.

•

All Regions exceeding 100% increase in households recruited, will be recognized at Wing Ding’s Opening
Ceremonies

•

All Regions exceeding 100% increase in households recruited, will receive a Feature Profile in Wing
World Magazine

•

All Regions exceeding 100% increase in households recruited, will receive a GWRRA 3in1 Riding Jacket
for each District Director

Previous Performance (Households Last Year)

Contest Goals (Increase in Households)

Chapter U Sponsor

